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H ardly a day will pass during 

hockey season that you won’t 

find Albert County resident Ryan 

Nelson at the Hillsborough rink. He's 

a busy guy, coaching his son’s novice 

team and acting as bench boss for 

this year’s midget team.  If Ryan is 

not behind the box, then he may be 

refereeing games, or filling in where 

his skills are needed.  

     The Canadian Minor Hockey Asso-

ciation recently honored Ryan Nel-

son for his time, dedication and life-

long commitment to Hillsborough 

Minor Hockey. 

     Such commitment is in his blood. 

Both Ryan and his brother, Mark, 

were involved in hockey from an 

early age, as their dad, Barry, served 

as a coach and president of the Hills-

borough Minor Hockey Association 

for a number of years.  

      

Just like his father before him, Ryan 

has given much of his time and tal-

ent to the children of our communi-

ty helping them grow to enjoy the 

sport. He recently took it upon him-

self to teach Hillsborough’s Syrian 

refugee boys to skate.   

Local Hockey Hero  Honoured 

Photo by J. Wallace 

Ryan Nelson, photo taken 
by Hockey Canada 

Want to know what is going on in rural Albert County? 
   

You might be surprised to discover how much is going on from Stoney Creek to Alma, NB. Check out the articles & 
calendar and subscribe to our monthly e-newsletter  at www.ConnectingAlbertCounty.org 

http://www.ConnectingAlbertCounty.org
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Connecting Albert County reflects 

the passion and hard work of many  

people in rural Albert County, 

including Joanne Butland,  

Deborah Carr, Joseph Gallant,  

Mindy Holmstrom (Layout),  

Susan Quinn,  Jenn Shelby  &    

Janet  Wallace (Coordinator).   

 

We appreciate the support of the 

Bennett and Albert County Health 

Care  (BACH) Foundation, Albert 

County Health and Wellness Cen-

tre, Forest Dale Home, Village of 

Hillsborough, and the supporters 

listed on the back cover.  

 

To donate, submit articles or pro-

vide feedback, email us at info 

@connectingalbertcounty.org or 

send mail to CAC, 5836 King Street, 

Riverside-Albert, NB E4H 4B9 

 

www.ConnectingAlbertCounty.org 

 

Distribution sites:  
Limited numbers of free copies  are 

available at the following sites:  

Hillsborough: Scotia Bank,  Hills-

borough Freshmart, Hillsborough 

Village Office  

Riverside-Albert: Albert County 

Pharmacy, Crooked Creek Conven-

ience, Forest Dale Home, Albert 

County Health & Wellness Centre, 

Riverside-Albert Village Office 

Alma: Harbour View Market and 

Restaurant, Fundy General Store, 

Alma Village Office 

Copies are also available at 

www.connectingalbertcounty.org/

newsletter  

Visit the  
Connecting Albert County 

calendar  
or submit an event at  

ConnectingAlbertCounty.org/
calendar.html 

Continued from page 1   

   “If you can’t skate,” says Ryan, 

“then you’re not going to have a lot 

of fun.” So, he took the time to teach 

the boys—who had never seen a rink 

before—the basics of balancing on a 

set of blades instead of the soles of 

their shoes.  

     “I got them skating as quick as they 

could, so they could do the drills with 

the other kids,” says Ryan. 

     Now, with this basic skill, the boys 

can enjoy this iconic Canadian winter 

game with their new friends.  

     To learn more about Ryan’s contri-

butions to the community, watch 

Hockey Canada’s Video.  Or better 

yet, drop by the rink some evening 

and cheer on the volunteers and kids 

as Ryan and so many others make 

minor hockey happen.  

     We would like to congratulate 

Ryan on his well-deserved award and 

take this opportunity to give thanks 

to all our minor hockey volunteers. 

     You are all amazing. Thank you!   

So, he took the time to 
teach the boys — who 
had never seen a rink           
before — the basics of 
balancing on a set of 
blades instead of the 
soles of their shoes.  

 

Story based on material by Hockey Canada, compiled by Joanne Butland 
and Deborah Carr. Photos by Hockey Canada. 

http://www.ConnectingAlbertCounty.org
http://www.connectingalbertcounty.org/newsletter
http://www.connectingalbertcounty.org/newsletter
http://www.connectingalbertcounty.org/calendar.html
http://www.connectingalbertcounty.org/calendar.html
https://youtu.be/Pdq9lT-z8s8?list=PLbdkMw8O54ySgS8XNXjyaqill7Bj0SRLQ
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A lbert County’s Literacy Express 

is now up and running for its 

fourth year! A preschool for 3- and 4

-year-olds, Literacy Express takes 

place on the second floor of Hills-

borough’s Train Museum. On Tues-

days and Wednesdays, kids are 

dropped off for a free, one-hour ses-

sion led by Nancy Land, B. Ed, with 

help from her assistant, Lois Snider.  

I caught up with four-year-old 

Evening O’Reilly, a second-year vet-

eran of the program, to ask her what 

she thinks of ‘Train School’.  

Evening lists off the highlights 

of Literacy Express on her fingers. 

“My favourite part is the play-dough, 

the mat, my teachers, the stories, and 

the toys.” She goes on to explain the 

mat “has letters on it and we pick the 

letters from the mat. We sit on them 

during story. We pick out our letter – 

I like the pink X – and you sit on 

your letter.” 

“Mrs. Land reads all the kids a 

story and then she does a song with 

little pictures. We always sing a 

song. Mrs. Land teaches the kids that 

don’t know the songs. Then we go to 

the table and we do a craft. It’s not a 

big craft, so after we’re done we play 

with the toys – even the play-

dough!” 

 

 

A recent session began with 

Mrs. Land reading Raffi’s Wheels on 

the Bus. After the story, the group 

sang the song of the same name to-

gether. Next, the kids moved to the 

table to craft a school bus from (pre-

cut) paper plates and construction 

paper which they got to take home 

with them. 

Every session of Literacy Ex-

press is planned in advance, and Mrs. 

Land posts the lesson plan to Litera-

cy Express’ Facebook page so par-

ents have an idea of what their chil-

dren will be doing that week. 

 

 

Classes run from 10-11 AM. 

The classes run from January 10th to 

May 9th and again September 20th 

through December 14th. In case of 

bad weather, the program follows the 

Anglophone East School District 

cancellations. Parents/guardians can 

register their children by calling the 

Hillsborough Public Library at 734-

3722. 

The Literacy Express has been 

made possible through grants and 

contributions from the Bennett and 

Albert County Healthcare (BACH) 

Foundation, NB Children’s Founda-

tion, the Village of Hillsborough, 

Scotiabank’s Bright Futures pro-

gram, the Order of the Eastern Star, 

Aviva Insurance, the Hills-

borough Men’s hockey team, 

PC Riding Association, RBC 

Dominion Securities, and pri-

vate individuals.  

 

Stories and photos by Jennifer 

Shelby 

What Are Kids Saying About Literacy Express?      By Jennifer Shelby  

Evening sitting at her pink “X” on the mat. 

“Mrs. Land is a nice 

teacher,” concludes 

Evening. “I’m going to 

miss her when I’m five. 

Can I visit when I miss 

her?” 
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Weekly Events  
Mondays  
Free Grocery Trips.  
Door-to-door service for residents from 
Alma to Hillsborough to Hillsborough 
Fresh Mart. If interested in this free ser-
vice, call  875-1190 or 
email teledriveac@gmail.com.  
 

Tuesdays  
Zumba, Riverside Albert - Drop-ins wel-
come.  7:30-8:30pm.  Riverside Consoli-
dated School.  For details, contact Eve-
lyn Sachs at 882-2831.  
 
Free After School Program 2:00-
6:00pm.  Hillsborough Baptist Church 
open to all children in grades K-5.  
Snacks, arts & crafts, gym time, bible 
lesson and supper are provided.  For 
more information call New Life Mission 
at   859-4277 or 734-2379 
 

Wednesdays 
Shepody Food Bank. 1-3pm. Albert Cty 
Health & Wellness Centre, Riverside-
Albert. Bring Medicare numbers for all 
household members.  
 
Hillsborough Kiwanis Bingo 
5:30– 8:30  Doors open at 5:#0 and 
games begin at 6:30pm 
 
Little Tigers Sports Camp.  
5:30 -6:30pm at the RA Rec. Centre 
Gym. All children grade K-2; Registra-
tion required.  Contact: Mindy 
Holmstrom 866-9788  
 

Thursdays  
Free Community Playgroup 9:30-
11:30am. At Hillsborough Baptist 
Church open to anyone caring for chil-
dren 0-6 years old. No advance registra-
tion needed. Bring indoor shoes & 
healthy snack.  See Hillsborough Play-
group on Facebook. 
 
Forest Dale Home - Seniors Club. 
A free support program for seniors liv-
ing in the community who would other-
wise be unable to participate in com-
munity activities. Seniors will partici-
pate in activities, receive  a nutritional 
snack and have the option of a meal at  

 
noon for a minimal fee. Contact Aman-
da Rossiter at 882-3017 or by email at 
dayprogram@forestdalehome.ca  
 
Chase The Ace - Friends of the  Hills-
borough Arena. 'Chase the Ace' at the 
Hillsborough Golf Course. From 6pm to 
7pm, purchase raffle tickets (3 for $5.) 
Draw 7:15pm. You must be present to 
win. Proceeds towards upgrades and 
improvements to Hillsborough Arena.  
 
Zumba, Riverside Albert - Drop-ins wel-
come. 7:30-8:30pm. Check CAC calen-
dar for location.  For details, contact 
Evelyn Sachs at 882-2831.  

 

Fridays 
Chase the Ace. 6-7:30pm at Fundy Curl-
ing Club, RA. Last ticket sold:7:15. Joint 
effort of CCRC & Fundy Curling Club to 
raise money for the ice plant & Lifelong 
Learning Centre, Riverside Consolidated 
School.  3 tickets/$5. Light supper avail-
able. 882-2573, 882-2052, 882-2626. 
 

Sundays  

Sunday Social Ski & Potluck.  
2:30-5:30pm. Chignecto Ski Club hosts a 
ski and potluck at Chignecto South.  Ski-
ing starts at 2:30/3pm;meal time is 
4/4:30pm.  All are welcome. For details 
on winter activities in Fundy National 
Park, see Chignecto Ski Club on Face-
book. 
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W inter has arrived in Albert County, 
and we can either complain about it 

or embrace what it has to offer!  If you’re 
able, the best way to weather these colder 
months is to get outside with some friends, 
so we’ve put together a few ideas on how 
to pack some healthy enjoyment into the 
coming months. 

     Cross-County Skiing - This year Fundy 
National Park will once again have many 
kilometres of groomed cross-country ski 
trails. Entrance to the park is free for 2017 
in celebration of Canada’s 150th anniversary. 
Visit the Chignecto Ski Club Facebook page 
for trail information, updates on trail condi-
tions and events like their popular Sunday 
Social.    

     As well, Albert County’s unplowed back-
woods roads, dykes and marshes provide 
unlimited cross-country skiing opportuni-
ties.  

     Curling – This winter sport is a Canadian 
tradition second only to hockey and can be 
enjoyed by all ages and skill levels. The Fun-
dy Curling Club in Riverside-Albert is looking 

forward to a busy year. Memberships are 
open to all and the organization is plan-
ning some special nights for first-time 
curlers to give it a try.  Visit the Fundy 
Curling Club on FB https://
www.facebook.com/FundyCurlingClub/ 
or drop by on Friday night to talk to a 
member about schedules and how you 
might become involved in the sport. 

     Skating – The Hillsborough Arena 
offers adult skating on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays (10 - 11am) and public skating on 
Fridays (8 - 9pm), Saturdays (2 - 3pm and 8 - 
9pm). Family skating on Sunday (2:15 - 
3:15pm).  For scheduled times visit the Hills-
borough Village website. 

     Outdoor ice for skating is available 
(weather permitting) in Riverside-Albert 
(below the Recreation Center) and at the 
Alma Rink.  

     Snowshoeing – Always a great outing, 
once Mother Nature graces us with a little 
more of the white stuff. There’s nothing like 
a couple feet of snow to cover up the bush-
es and windfalls making winter the perfect 

time to explore those places that may be 
inaccessible in summer. You can decide the 
length and difficulty of the outing based on 
weather and snow conditions. Bonus: no 
bugs!  Grab a few friends, pack a lunch and 
your camera, and explore backwoods Albert 
County. If you are looking for something 
more structured, the White Rock recreation 
area in Hillsborough has 2 marked trails 
map available at the trail head on Golf 
Course Rd.    

WINTER FUN IN ALBERT COUNTY              By Deborah Carr 

C RHS Varsity Girls started in September 
with a blazing hot soccer season. Hot, 

hot, hot. With many strong teams this year, 
Caledonia fought hard and pulled out two 
amazing wins and several tied games, plac-
ing fourth in the A Division.  
     Ten points in total were scored through-
out the season by Alyssa Campbell, Alexan-
dra Morrissey, Hannah Morrissey, Kiera 
Lockhart, Makayla Fenton and Crystal Cross-
man. It was an incredible soccer season. 
Coach of the girls was Abbey Keith. 
     CRHS Varsity Boys ranked 6th overall in 
the A Division. The boys challenged every 
team they ran into, scoring an insane 15 
points in total, leading them to four wins 
and two tied games. It was definitely an 
amazing season to watch and be a part of. 
The team was coached by Stuart Walker. 
     The soccer season wrapped up in early 
November just in time for basketball in mid-
November.  The girls' team had a pretty 
pleasing kickoff to the season leading to a 
close hard-fought game against JMA. Losing 

by only 4 points, Caledonia now has a 3-0 
win streak in our league! It's going to be a 
cold and snowy season; some games were 
cancelled already due to cold and snowy 
weather conditions. The team has not lost 
many games so far, but the girls will still 

need to battle hard in every single game, as 
in soccer, due to strong competition. It is 
shaping up to be an incredible season! 

Coaches are Fred and Lisa Brown. 
      The senior boys' basketball, having al-
most a brand new team this year, have 
been doing extremely well, encountering 
strong competition with every team so far. 
Winning their first game against MCA on 
the 22nd, leading by 9. It will be fascinating 
watching the boys grow as a team and be-
come stronger and stronger as the year 
continues. They are coached by Brian 
Woodworth & Ross Tatlock. 
      Wishing every team good luck this year! 
Hoping no injuries and many smiles. 
 

CRHS VARSITY SPORTS  By Alexandra Morrissey 

Justin Worth and his dad, Jerome, practice on 
the ice at Grey Brook Marsh, Hillsborough 

 Alexandra Morrissey 
is a grade 9 student 
from Caledonia Re-
gional, and basketball, 
and sports is a hu-
mongous part of her 

life. She lives in Riverside-Albert, N.B, 
next to all of her family and friends. Also, 
she enjoys writing in her spare time. She 
loves her life and looks forward to every 
single day. 
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Supporters of Connecting Albert County  
Connecting Albert County would like to thank the following supporters. Learn how you can support our work 

at www.connectingalbertcounty.org/supporters.html 
  

  Gold Support 
 Albert County Pharmacy: locally-owned Guardian pharmacy offering prescription services for over 30 

years. Post office, gift ideas, treats, household and personal needs.  www.albertcountypharmacy.ca (see p. 3)  

Tele-Drive Albert County Inc.:  The registered charitable organization provides affordable transportation to 
rural Albert County with door-to-door pick-up service.  If you are interested in donating, volunteering or get-
ting a ride, find Tele-Drive on Facebook. call 875-1190 or email  teledriveac@gmail.com. 

RIVERSIDE-ALBERT RECREATION COUNCIL By Mindy Holmstrom 

Friday, January 13 & 27 
Story Time at the Library 
10:30—11:15am.  A time for stories and 
songs every other Friday at the Hills-
borough Public Library -  
ages 0 -5 years.   
   
   

Saturday,  January 14 
Book Club information Session 
1:30-2pm.  Come and get some infor-
mation and sign up for one of our new 
adult book clubs at the Hillsborough 
Public Library. 
 
Little Tigers Jamboree 
3-4:30pm  Albert County Minor Basket-
ball will be hosting a Little Tigers Jam-
boree at the R-A Recreation Center.  
Come on out to watch them play! 
 
  

Thursday, January 19 
Lego Night -6:30pm  We provide the 
blocks, the kids provide the ideas at the 
Hillsborough Public Library  
   

Wednesday, January 25 
Computer Basics for Adults   
12-1pm  Join us to learn some basics 
about using Windows on your comput-
er.  If you have a laptop please feel free 
to bring it to follow along, but not re-
quired.  Please call the Hillsborough 
Public Library to register as space is lim-
ited. 
   

 Thursday, January 26 
Forest Dale Home Movie Night  
“Pete’s Dragon” 
6pm. $2 admission. Canteen available. 
Children are to be accompanied by an 
adult.  
 

Saturday, February 4 
R-A Winter Carnival 
10am-4pm. Let’s get together to cele-
brate Canada’s Birthday at a winter car-
nival.  Games,  outdoor activities, cake 
walk,  Hot  Dogs, Birthday Cake and 
more.  Everyone is invited! 
 
 
Saturday, February 4 
R-A Community Potluck 
5pm. Let’s get together to celebrate 
Canada’s Birthday.  Community Potluck 
at the R-A Rec. Centre.  Everyone is in-
vited! 
 
Monday, February 6 
R-A Rec. Council Meeting 
7 pm R-A Rec Centre  Come on out and 
see what is being planned for your 
community. 

Community Calendar  

Silver Support 

 OMISTA Credit Union:  Complete banking for people who want to bank local while making the place they live 
even better.  www.OMISTA.com      Facebook: Facebook.com/OMISTACU      Twitter: Twitter.com/OmistaCU 

W ith new recreation council appoint-
ed and new ideas, the  council 

started working out some ways to get 
things going in the community for all ages 
with a long term goal to provide activity 
on a regular basis to the Community. 
     Starting at the end of September the 
little tigers sports camp began for k- 2 
students. With 9 registrants, things were 
off to a good start.  I coach these children 
every Wednesday evening during the 
school year.  During the months of No-
vember through February, the children 
will be learning and playing basketball 
games.  This program is offered through 

the Albert County Minor Basketball Asso-
ciation and Moncton Kiwanis Basketball.   
     In mid-January, Rick Butland will be 
starting up darts on Thursday nights. All 
fees collected cover the recreation council 
membership and prizes at the final night 
in the spring. 
     Due to a rainy night, Santa in the Park 
was brought inside the recreation center 
this year.  The ambiance wasn’t the same, 
but it was warm and dry. Santa visited 
with a number of  kids and chocolate and 
cookies were enjoyed by all. 
     Jodi Comfort, Mommy & Me Crafts,  will 
be starting a monthly craft night for kids 

grades k- 5.  These crafts will be prepared 
the last Sunday of the month for the spe-
cial day in the next month.  All monies 
collected will be used to purchase craft 
supplies. 
     As the new year is upon us, so is the 
planning of the Annual Winter Carnival.   
     The Duck’s Unlimited pond has been 

cleared of snow and is great for skat-

ing.  The ponds are also great to snow-

shoe around.   

See the Community events  

for more things to come!  

http://www.connectingalbertcounty.org/supporters.html
http://www.albertcountypharmacy.ca
http://www.omista.com
http://www.facebook.com/OMISTACU
http://www.twitter.com/omistacu

