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Is it a Blue Christmas for You? Inside:
Submitted by Anne Atkinson, RN, Albert County Community Health Centre |Blue Christmas...................... 1

) When Elvis croons “I'll have a blue Christmas without |Fundy Albert Newsletter...3
= H ﬂl’i z0Nn you...”, we may think of him singing about his |Colouring Contest................ 5
| #=%F 8 8 sweetheart and being far away from her over
Christmas. But a “Blue Christmas” can be even deeper
and more personal than this for those who have lost |Christmas in the Country...9
loved ones or experienced traumas related to the holidays. Christmas can be magical,
wistful, and incredibly special. It can also be painful and downright sad for many.

FA Survey Results................ 6

Growing at Caledonia.......12

. ) Local Dancers Win Big.....13
Long nights can increase struggle

Christmas Puppies............. 14

Blue Christmas, or The Longest
Night’ is observed around Calhng All DOg Lovers.....16
December = 21st. For many |511 Helps Older Adults....16
cultures, this date marks the ]
Winter Solstice or the day in |Senior Success Story.......... 17
which we experience the least | ACHS Volunteers............... 18
amount of sunlight in the
calendar year. Lack of sunlight
is more than an inconvenience. |Christmas Cookery............ 20
It can make our bodies

Community Spaces............ 19

. . Library Events..........ccc........ 22
experience emotional struggles
Tmage of a blue winter might by Matteo Raw even more intensely. Weekly Events.................... 23
https://unsplash.com/@raw2020 In Western Christian tradition, |Special Events.................... 25
_ o _ , _ this night is often marked with a 15 sy 50/50..................... 26
special “Blue Christmas” church service which combines worship and remembrance as
it acknowledges the loneliness and grief many experience over this festive period. | CAC Supporters................ 28

December 21st can also be observed at home in a simple candle lighting in memory of a
loved one. Navigating the grief process is difficult and does not take a holiday during the 12 days of Christmas. If you or
someone you love is going through this experience, it can be healing to take time to honour those feelings.

Connection is key

It is also important to connect with others during these hard moments. When we hurt it is easy to withdraw into ourselves,
but small and safe connections can help. If we aren't struggling ourselves, it's also important to remember to make the
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effort to reach out to others who may need a
kind word or gentle encouragement.
Something positive happens in our brains
when we communicate with others!

Our thoughts are with you as you go through
this season as we acknowledge that
Christmas isn’t always a happy time for
everyone. May we all take time during the
festive season to check up on and uplift
those around us!

Image of a winter's stormy night over the fields
and river in Hillsborough.

Be proactive in your self-care

As a footnote, remember to be proactive about your health and wellness during the
holidays and all winter long. Here are some tips for keeping healthy during the colder
winter months:

e Try to spend at least 10-20 minutes outdoors during daylight hours.

*  Open curtains wide in the morning or sit near a window.

*  Humidify your indoor air —great for skin, sinuses and sleep.

*  Focus on warm meals like soups, stews or roasted vegetables.

* Include immune-supporting foods like citrus, leafy greens, ginger, garlic and
berries.

*  Keep a consistent sleep schedule in a cool sleep space.

*  Stay hydrated-try herbal teas or warm water with lemon.

*  Maintain social connections.

e Wash hands often-consider a Flu, Pneumonia, RSV or COVID Vaccine. Vaccines
are offered on Fridays at the Albert County Community Health Centre from 1:00
PM until 3:30 PM. Give us a call to discuss your options!

: — = R L ¥ "".r_ S
Sam's Albert County Flashback: Alma sawmill showing engine room and machine shop.

alling All Writers, Photographers, and Creatives!

Do you have an idea, informative article, a piece of creative writing, or photographs that
you would like to share in our newsletter? If so, let us know and we would love to have
you! Please submit it to the Coordinator by email at info@connectingalbertcounty.org of

mail it to Connecting Albert County, 8 Forestdale Rd., Riverside-Albert, NB, E4H 3Y7.
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Community Warming Centres:
Locations, Process, & Guidelines

Between December 1st and March 31st, warming centres
will open once a power outage has lasted 24 consecutive
hours, or sooner in the case of extenuating circumstances.

They are located at:

* Hillsborough Kiwanis — 47 Legion Street

* Riverside-Albert  Recreation Centre - 9
Bicentennial Road

*  Alma Activity Centre — 8 School Street

Purpose:

To provide a warm space and access to charging stations
for electronic devices. Water and hot chocolate will be
available.

Hours of operation: 9:00 a.m. — 9:00 p.m. (They will
close four hours after power is restored.)

Please note: There are no overnight accommodations at
any of the locations.

What to bring:

* Food from home to heat in the microwave or on
the stove.

e Personal items, such as
games or DVDs, to pass the

time.
* Any necessary chargers or
devices.
Prohibited:

* No alcoholic beverages are
permitted at any warming
centre.

Stay informed:

If you haven’t already done so,
please register for Voyent Alert to
receive timely notifications about
warming centre openings and other
important municipal updates.

Winter Parking Guidelines
in Effect

No parking on Village Streets between
midnight and 8:00 am or during snow
falls, so it does not interfere with snow
removal operations. This is in effect
now until April 30, 2026.



Celebrate the Holidays with the Village of Fundy Albert!

Fundy Albert Christmas Light
Tour!

FundyZAlbert Registration deadline: Monday,
Frisodlly by Ve December 1, 2025

\
>\‘/,Qéf 4(?\\‘—/\/ /S\‘//g?y (%T/\{ Kick-Off: Saturday, December 6

A Christmas y Sl Prize Draw: Monday, December 15

Ready to shine bright this holiday
season? Register your home for the

2025 Christmas Light Tour and be . . .
. . “ . “ A Christmas Light Tour Map will be
entered into a random draw for a gift nght Tour shared before thi kick-off sopeveryone

k lued at 500!
package valued at over $ can enjoy the festive displays across

To register: Call 506-734-3733 or
email assistant@fundyalbert.ca

2025 Fundy Albert Children’s Colouring *  Download it online at:
Contest! https://fundyalbert.ca/governance/notices/

*  Pick up a printed copy at the Fundy Albert office,
Children are invited to get creative this holiday season! 61 Academy Street, Hillsborough, between 8:00
Pick up or print the 2025 Fundy Albert Christmas a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Colouring Sheet, colour it in, and return it by December 15

at 4:30 p.m. for a chance to win prizes. Winners will be How to Submit Your Entry:

drawn at random. *  Drop off: 61 Academy Street, Hillsborough
Where to Get the Colouring Page: . Em.alll assmtant@fundyalbert..ca
* Mail: 61 Academy Street, Hillsborough, NB E4H
* Pick up a copy in the Connecting Albert County JR4

publication. (See the next page!) i ) )
We can’t wait to see your festive creations!

The Mayor, Council, and staff of Fundy
Albert wish you a joyous Holiday
Season, and health and happiness in
2026!
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Municipal Budget Questionnaire Results

Shared as distributed by the Village of Fundy Albert
Minor formatting changes by Connecting Albert County

What We Heard: Fundy Albert 2026 Budget Survey
A Public Summary of Community Feedback

156 Responses Collected — November 2025
Introduction

The Municipality of Fundy Albert invited residents and
business owners to participate in a Budget Survey to help
guide the development of the 2026 municipal budget. The
survey asked respondents to identify their priorities, share
their views on service delivery, and provide comments on
where the municipality should focus its resources.

This “What We Heard” report provides a transparent sum-
mary of the feedback received. It reflects the voices, con-
cerns, and expectations of people across Fundy Albert’s
former villages and rural communities.

Key Takeaways at a Glance

*  Property taxes, infrastructure, and governance are
the top issues for residents.

* Roads and water systems are the greatest sources
of concern and dissatisfaction.

»  Fire protection and community events receive the
highest satisfaction ratings.

* Residents want fairness across wards, especially
rural areas with fewer services.

*  There is strong demand for improved communica-
tion and transparency.

*  Most residents want taxes reduced or frozen, not
increased.

1. Who Responded

* 156 participants, with 99% being residents or
business owners in Fundy Albert.

* A majority of respondents are long-term residents,
with 43% living here for 21+ years.

»  The largest age group was 55+ (49%), which in-
fluences expectations related to stability, infra-
structure, and taxation.

What This Means:

Residents who participated are deeply invested in the long-
term future of Fundy Albert and expect visible progress in
core services.

2. Top Issues Identified

Respondents were asked to select the three most important

issues facing the municipality.
Top-Ranked Concerns

1. Property taxes (69%)

Governance & transparency (57%)
Cost of living (46%)

Infrastructure & roads (43%)
Economic development (26%)

6. Housing affordability (23%)

In Their Words:

SARE IR

Residents want to understand how decisions are made,
where dollars go, and why tax rates vary so much by area.

3. Satisfaction with Municipal Services

Respondents rated several municipal services on quality
and timeliness.

Highest Satisfaction

¢ Fire services
*  Community events
*  Museum, culture, and library services

Lowest Satisfaction

e Roads, culverts,
infrastructure

*  Water and wastewater systems in former villages

*  By-law enforcement

What This Means:
Emergency and community-based services meet expecta-
tions, but essential infrastructure and

ditching, and  general
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rural maintenance need improvement.
4. Rural Service Concerns

Feedback shows a clear divide between former villages
and rural/L.SD areas.

Key Findings

*  74% are unaware of how budgets for rural services
are allocated.

e  74% believe rural areas do not receive enough
funding.

*  76% have not noticed improvements in rural areas,
even with higher taxes.

Recurring Themes

* Calls for fair taxation and recognition of service
differences.

*  Requests for more transparency about where tax
dollars go.

*  Desire for more visible Public Works activity out-
side village centres.

In Their Words:

“I get snow plowing and garbage. That’s it. So why am I
paying more every year?”

“Lower Coverdale pays the bulk of the taxes and gets the
least services.”

“We need fairness and better communication.”
5. What Improvements Residents Want Most

From 126 open- ended responses, the strongest themes
were:

1. Roads & Infrastructure
a. Paving of streets and rural roads
b. Ditching, culvert repair, and
mitigation
c. Clearing trees/brush along roadways
d. Road signage and speed control
2. Public Safety
a. More RCMP presence

flood

b. Better response times
c. Speeding enforcement
d. Cameras or visible deterrents
3. Water Services
a. Consistent pressure
b. Water security for droughts
c. Fair utilities rates in
Hillsborough
4. Transparency & Trust
a. Clear explanations of projects, budgets,
and decisions
b. Accountability for land sales and tenders
c. Improved communication to ALL wards
5. Recreation & Community Life
a. Youth programs
b. Playgrounds and trails
c. More events outside Hillsborough

Alma and

6. Perceived Value for Tax Dollars

Residents identified which services provide the best and
least value.

Best Value

*  Snow removal

*  Garbage collection

* Road maintenance (where well maintained)
»  Fire services

Least Value

*  Beautification projects (flowers, banners)

*  By-law enforcement

* Arena and pool (mostly from residents outside
Hillsborough)

*  Economic development office

What This Shows:
There is a strong public preference for focusing on core,
essential services.

7. Tax Preferences

When asked how the municipality should approach taxes
and services:

e 39% want taxes decreased, even if services are
reduced.

*  45% want taxes frozen at current levels.

* Only 16% support higher taxes in exchange for
more services.

Conclusion:
Public tolerance for tax increases is very low. Any pro-
posed increase must be tied to clear, visible outcomes.

8. Where Residents Think Savings Can Be Found
Open- text responses identified several areas where the
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municipality could reduce spending:

Fleet and vehicle purchases

Administrative and council costs
Beautification (flowers, banners, mowing)
Arena and recreation infrastructure
Contracting out work previously done in-house
More efficient procurement and cost control

Theme: Residents want visible fiscal discipline and better
explanations for how money is spent.

9. What This Means for the 2026 Budget

Based on the survey, residents want the municipality to:

1.

2.

Prioritize Core Infrastructure

a.
b.
C.

Roads, drainage, culverts
Reliable water supply
Rural maintenance consistency

Improve Transparency and Communication

a.
b.

Clear budget summaries
Updates on completed work

c. Fairness in taxation explained

d. Public access to tendering and pro-
curement results

3. Demonstrate Value for Tax Dollars

a. Focus on essentials

b. Show progress on rural services

c. Justify major purchases and
projects

4. Strengthen Public Safety

a. More visibility from RCMP

b. Speed mitigation infrastructure

c. Support for emergency response
services

10. Moving Forward

Council and administration have incorpor-
ated this feedback, along with insights
gathered through public consultations and
input from elected officials, to help shape
the 2026 municipal budget and guide our
service delivery priorities. Some concerns
raised regarding governance and transpar-
ency appear to stem from uncertainty about
where to access information. The municip-
ality meets all legislative requirements for
public reporting and, in many cases, ex-
ceeds them by publishing monthly financial
updates, project statuses, tender notices on
our website, and Council meeting record-
ings on YouTube.

We remain committed to clear, accessible
communication and will continue working
to ensure information is easy to locate and
available as always.

Thank you to everyone who took the time
to share their perspectives; your input dir-
ectly informs how resources are allocated
and helps ensure decisions reflect com-
munity priorities.
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Christmas in the Country is Here!
Article Submitted by Barbara Gebuhr, Fundy Tourism/Albert County Tourism

The excitement is building!

The vendor map for Christmas in
the Country 2025 is now available!
You can find the online version on
the Christmas in the Country [
Facebook page, and printed copies
at gas stations, convenience stores,
the Gateway Market, libraries,
Sobeys, NB Liquor in Riverview, | .
and other local spots. Vendors also |

@éﬁmnas

Mary’s Point Rd. offers free
cookies and cider, plus a special
offer: The first 10 visitors on
. | Saturday receive a $50 coupon
4l toward a 2-night stay between Dec.
13, 2025 and March 28, 2026.

Alma: A Village Full of Holiday
Cheer

e Cleveland Place — 8580
| Main St.: A fabulous mix of art,

have a small supply.

Clear your calendar for December 6-7 and get ready for an
amazing weekend in Fundy Albert!

This year, 40 locations are ready to greet you with warm
holiday smiles. From the Old Church Farmers' Market in
Hillsborough at 2807 Main Street (Rt. 114) all the way to
Fundy National Park in Alma, the Route 114 corridor is
brimming with festive stops—and a few delightful side
trips as well!

Special Side Trips Worth Taking

e Salem Church — 4404 Route 910, just before
Hillsborough: Free tea, draws for handcrafted
tables from Pastor Peters’ workshop, and more.

e Farmer Brown’s Christmas on the Farm — 371
Osborne Corner Rd. (Dawson Rd.): Marketplace
with vendors, a soup bar, and Farmer Brown’s
seasonal containers.

e Albert County Clay Company — 900 Albert
Mines Road: Visit Judy Tait’s studio for unique
local pottery.

Route 915, an alternate road from Riverside-Albert to
Alma

MOUNTAINVIEW e Old School
SOLITUDE INN Antiques - 716 Rt.

WINTER STAY SPECIAL 915: A treasure-filled

stop along scenic
STAY 2 NIGHTS, Route 915 near the Bay
RECEIVE 50% OFF of Fundy.
SECOND MIGHT,

* Studio on the
| MOVEMBER1.2025- MARCHILZOAGE 88 Niarsh — 255 Mary’s

Point Road: A feast for
the eyes featuring
stunning works from
many talented artists.

*  Mountainview
Solitude Inn - 186

DAMWER CAN DE SRRANGED
WITH 24-HOUR MOTICE
(ROT IRCLUDED)

craft, and a cozy bookstore perfect
for browsing.
e Karla Dawe Studio — 8584 Main St.: Browse
original work, prints, and greeting cards.
* Dining: Warm up at Muddy Rudder or Tipsy
Tails—favourites with both locals and visitors.

e Fundy National Park: Likely hosting
interpretation events—walk off some holiday
treats!

* The Captain’s Inn — 8602 Main St.: Ideal for an
overnight stay; next door is Fundy General for gas
or essentials.

Riverside-Albert and Area

* Fundy Coast Sea Salt Seap — 6200 Rt. 114: An
olfactory delight with sea salt, soaps and more.

* Moonbrook Manor — 5939 King St. / Rt. 114:
Victorian Pub experience, 4-8 pm both nights.

* Riverside-Albert Rec Center — 9 Bicentennial
Rd.: A long-standing Christmas market with 30+
vendors and Warm Wishes Café.

- _
‘Christmas in the.Country
Warm Wishes Cafe

L]

Eiraaklasr Sar & am - 19 am
Caledorm Regioral 2020 Grads

Lurech & Shacks Sac 11=30 am - £pm
Alkwart Minss Yauth Grewp

Brunch & Snacks 5un 11.am - 3 pm
girl Guldas

Riverside Albert Rec Center
B Bicentennial Drive
Riverside Albert

e CCRC Craft Fair & Market
DecE 9-4
Dec? 11-4
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Breakfast (Sat): Supports Caledonia Regional HS Grads
Lunch: Albert Mines Youth & Girl Guides
* Maplegrove Inn — 5 Maple St.: Special Victorian

Christmas Tea (reservations required,
506-882-1854). Accommodations may also be
available.

* Broadleaf Guest Ranch - 5526 Rt. 114,

Restaurant open from 10am - 7pm.
Hopewell Cape to Albert County Museum

* The Rocks Provincial Park - The Gift Shop:
Open Saturday 11-4.

*  Orchard Lane — 4060 Rt. 114: Home baking,
dried flowers, planters, tea, jewelry, crafts and
more.

* The Pink Church — 3990 Rt. 114: A treasure
trove of antiques, artwork, jewelry, curiosities.

*  Wendy Johnston Pottery — 3923 Rt. 114:
Wendy’s handmade pottery, and fine craft from
130 Atlantic artists.

e Albert County Museum — 3950 Rt. 114: Soup
bar in the Community Hall both days, 10-4.

e  Debbie Rossiter — 3930 Rt. 114: Famous fudge,
home baking, pickles, crafts (Saturday only).

* Fundy Rocks Resort & Restaurant — 3471 Rt.
114: Delicious meals, gift shop, and year-round
accommodations.

Hillsborough Highlights

* Briggs Maple — 2979 Main St.. A founding
member of the Christmas tour! Maple products,
gourmet treats, and Ganong chocolates.

* New to You Christmas Décor & More — 2986
Main St.: A whole house filled with Christmas
treasures—open only in December.

*  Wacky Wonderful Waffles — 2959 Main St.:
Waffles, waffle sandwiches, freeze-dried candy,
hot chocolate bombs, and stocking stuffers!

* Hillsborough Legion Craft Fair — 31 Legion St.
(Saturday): Crafts, gifts, and home cooking.

e Steeves House Museum — 40 Mill St. (Sat 9-2):
Silent auction, hot chocolate bar, cookie
decorating, and demonstrations of the Victorian
Children’s game “Snap Dragon Game.”

*  New Brunswick Railway Museum — 2847 Main
St.: Open 9-2; each visitor entered to win a basket
of goodies.

* Pottery Buff — 2832 Main St.: Handcrafted
pottery, giftware and art.

¢ Old Church Farmers’ Market — 2807 Main St.:
A historic setting with local baking, pickles,
crafts, soaps, and more.

Come Celebrate With Us!

You’re guaranteed to find something for everyone on your
list—and likely a few treats for yourself! Enjoy the
warmth, creativity, and hospitality that make Fundy Albert
such a magical place during the holidays.

Roads to Sea Tours
CHRISTMAS IN THE COUNTRY TOUR

December 6 & 7 * Limited to 19 guests per day!

Step into the magic of the holidays and join us for a cozy,
heartwarming day exploring some of the most charming
artisans, makers, and festive markets along the beautiful
Fundy coast. Enjoy holiday treats, Maritime hospitality,
storytelling, surprises... and yes — oodles of festive fun!
You’ll travel in comfort aboard our black Mercedes-Benz
Sprinter, visit incredible local artisans, sip warm
beverages, soak up holiday charm, and enjoy prizes and
special surprises throughout the day. This is the perfect
way to kick off the Christmas season with friends, family,
or a fun solo adventure!

Call Anna-Marie at 506-850-7623
Email: info@roadstosea.com
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Wishes for a
Merry Christmas & a
Happy Holiday
Season
from
Connecting Albert
County's
Staff & Board of
Directors
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foodsofthefundyvalley.ca
Exciting News for Fundy Albert!

Foods of the Fundy Valley is
thrilled to share that the Fundy
Albert Community Greenhouse
Project is underway!

Located on the grounds of
Caledonia  Regional = High
School, the geothermal, year-round greenhouse will
become a cornerstone of food security, education, and
community resilience in our region.

Built through a partnership between Foods of the Fundy
Valley, Caledonia Regional High School, and the Albert
County Community Health Centre, the greenhouse will:

* Grow fresh, healthy produce for school meal

programs, food banks, and community
organizations.
* Serve as a hands-on learning hub for

students—from seed starting to harvest, nutrition,

Growing Something Great at Caledonia
Submitted by Megan Mace, Coordinator, Foods of the Fundy Valley

www.facebook.com/FoodsOfTheFundyValley

and sustainable agriculture.
* Provide space for workshops, intergenerational
learning, and community events.

e Support Indigenous land-based education,
including traditional foodways and growing
practices.

»  Strengthen local food systems and reduce barriers
for rural families.

Our long-term vision is a thriving community space where
residents of all ages can learn, grow, access healthy food,
and participate in building a more food-secure Fundy
Albert.

A heartfelt thank-you to OMISTA Credit Union for their
generous $10,000 contribution toward this project. Your
commitment to community well-being, education, and
sustainability is helping bring this vision to life.

Together, we’re growing something incredible for Fundy
Albert.

Student's Indigenous Learning

The grade 6 Social Studies had a Nature Tea Party!
Mr. Roy, the Indigenous Education Lead, spent two
classes with students at Caledonia teaching them
the traditional Mi’kmaq way, from beginning to
end product, of making a variety of teas. Students
learned how to make Red Pine Tea, White Pine
Tea, Red Spruce Tea, and Cedar Tea. Mr. Roy also
shared his knowledge of the medical and health
benefits of each variety of tea. Students enjoyed
each type, but their favorite was the Cedar and
Spruce Tea. Wela’lin, Mr. Roy.
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Local Dancers Come Home Winners at First Competition
Attended by Local Dance Studio

Submitted by Emma Llewellyn, Owner & Director of Pointe Taken Dance

Pointe
proudly

This November,
Taken  Dance
attended Dance Quest,
marking our first-ever
competition as a team and a
studio. We are thrilled to
share that our Junior
Dancers, Annabelle Porter
Audet and Evelyn Mercer,
were named the Junior
Stars of the event and
earned first place in the
Odyssey Dance Off. To
make the experience even
more memorable, both
dancers were invited to
represent Team Canada at
the World Performers
Internationals in Dublin,
Ireland, in the summer of
2026. This is an incredible
honour reflecting their
dedication and artistry.

“connected and part of her
world” while she danced,
highlighting ~ Annabelle’s
ability to convey genuine
emotion on stage.

In the Dance Off finals,
Evelyn performed her
expressive  Contemporary
Solo “Once I Was Loved”,
followed by Annabelle and
Evelyn’s moving duet
“Every Heart”. Both pieces
showcased their musicality,
technique, and heartfelt
performance quality.

We also celebrate Emma
Llewellyn, who received a
Choreography Award for
Evelyn’s solo, “Don’t Rain
on My Parade.” Esteemed

In a touching moment, Annabelle received a special award
from Bree Wasylenko. Bree is known for her role as Kate
on The Next Step. Bree shared that Annabelle made her
feel

dance educator and
Image of Annabelle & Evelyn at Dance Quest Competition. examiner, Janice Lynn
recognized Emma and

Evelyn for their strong teamwork and partnership, making
this award especially meaningful for both of them.

As we continue our competitive season, we are excited to
see our dancers grow and shine. Auditions for our
September competitive teams will take place in the new
year—please contact Emma for details and follow us on
Facebook and Instagram for updates and times.

To support our dancers, we invite the community to
participate in our Holiday Raffle, held in partnership with
Connecting Albert County. The draw will take place on
December 21st at the Pointe Taken Christmas Party which
will be held at the Hillsborough Golf Club. Raffle items
include Tim Isaac Pottery, Chignecto Fisheries LTD gift
certificate, Enchanted Imaging gift certificate, a Fundy
National Park family pass, Pointe Taken goodies, Bridge
Mapes Maple Syrup, Coastal Blooms Flower Farm gift
certificate, homemade goodies from local community
members, and more - an estimated value of $900.00!
Tickets are 1 for $3.00, 2 for $5.00, 5 $10.00 and 10 for
$20.00. To purchase your tickets, please email
emma(@pointetaken.ca or speak to any Pointe Taken
dancer.
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Adventures of a Maritime Dog Breeder:
The Magic of Christmas & Puppies

Article & Images Submitted by
Shannon MacBeth, Shakespeare's Legacy Labradors
www.facebook.com/shakespeareslegacylabradors

The gift which

I am sending

you is called a
dog and is in fact the most precious and
valuable possession of mankind. ~
Theodorus Gaza

Christmas and puppies both have a magical
feel about them. Combining the two, is
almost an irresistible combination. Here are
my thoughts based on why getting a puppy
during the winter is a positive thing and a
couple warnings to consider over the
holidays.

not how to be a puppy in a human world
with human expectations

The third thing are those adorably shaped
and packaged rawhide chews you see
pre-packaged as a gift. These should be
avoided at all costs. If you take nothing else
away from this article, please heed this
advice. These products are bleached with
household bleach and absorb the chemicals
deep within the rawhide. They use
industrial glue to help mold them into, and
keep, their various shapes. They are NOT
digestible for any animal consumption,
especially a puppy, and will almost always

Let’s start with the warnings but remember
this is only for a few days over the holidays. The first is
time. A puppy needs time to settle into their new
surroundings. Yes, socializing your new puppy is very
important and taking them along with you to Grandma’s is
an exciting and honourable thought, but how does the
puppy feel about it? Meeting a lot of new people and dogs
all at once, being jostled from location to location is going
to cause the puppy to become overstimulated and
overtired, often resulting in less than desired reactions,
such as biting and potty accidents. On the flip side, leaving
them at home, alone, for extended

cause a blockage in their digestive track.
This will result in a very stressful and expensive
extrication by your local emergency vet. Instead, why not
look at a chew friendly toy, a coat for the colder weather or
a brand new collar as a gift for your newest family
member. In the long run, your puppy and your pocketbook
will thank you.

The fourth thing is a puppy should never be gifted to
someone unsuspecting. Yes, your intentions are heartfelt,
but your brother, who recently lost their beloved pet, may

not be ready to take on the antics of a

periods of time can also cause
reactivity to their space and
separation anxiety because they aren’t
used to the new sounds and smells of
their home. Finding a balance
between the two will help your puppy
find security in these situations.
Perhaps host the holiday gathering at
your home or make your visits
elsewhere a bit shorter.

The second thing to consider are the
presents wrapped so beautifully under
the tree. Having a space away from
this chewing temptation is a great
idea. Indoor puppy playpens are a
great and inexpensive way to protect
the puppy as well as the gifts.
Management is your responsibility. A
puppy only knows how to be a puppy,

new puppy. While your timeframe
may believe they should be ready, it
doesn’t mean they are. An ethical
breeder won’t release a puppy in these
circumstances. It’s our job to ensure
the puppies are going to families who
are ready and excited to welcome
them.

And finally, the treats, leftovers and
garbage from your holiday meals
should be cleaned up and removed
from where a puppy could access
them. As the aroma of a freshly
cooked turkey smells amazing to the
humans gathered around the table, it’s
even more irresistible to a puppy, but
they can’t discern between what’s safe
to eat and what is not. Any type of
cooked bone can splinter when
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https://www.facebook.com/shakespeareslegacylabradors

ingested and you’ll again be
heading to the emergency vet for
an emergency, life saving surgery.
A situation I know we all want to
avoid. Keep in mind Christmas
treats including chocolate and
gum can be lethal to a puppy as
well.

Yes, these are all warnings, but
let’s be honest, they are only
required for a couple of days
before settling into a more
established routine. Now let’s look at all the reasons you
SHOULD be adding a puppy to your family at this time of
year.

All puppies need a set of vaccines before they can safely
go out into the world and socialize with any- and
everything they want to explore. A puppy adopted in June
won’t be fully immunized until September and the other
dogs at the campground or cottage country may not be
vaccinated, causing great risk to your puppies brand new
immune system. During the winter months, we don’t have
to deal with fleas and ticks, as well as the puppy eating
things they shouldn’t off the ground. Getting a puppy in the
summer puts restraints on plans and activities as well. An
eight to sixteen week old puppy is just too small to enjoy
many outdoor activities yet. Hot weather can harm them,
they aren’t able to take long walks and hiking before their
bones and joints have grown can cause injury. Winter gives
you time to make sure they receive all of their vaccinations
and also gives you time to get a good head start on their
training. Training works best when started in a
distraction-free location, such as your

of a washroom yourself? This is
also what happens to a puppy.
Potty training happens almost
instantly when they get outside
because the urge hits them
suddenly in the cold. There is
no desire to explore and
dilly-dally. They get their
business done in order to return
to the warmth of your home and
your arms.

Winter can be long and often
lonely for people. It’s a time to rejuvenate and prepare for
the busy spring and summer months ahead, but it’s also the
window to the winter blues. These short days of sunlight
often lead to depression then in comes the bouncy little
bundle of joy you adopted just in time for Christmas. A
dog can offer so many positives to a person’s life. Constant
company, lots of laughter, someone to cuddle with and talk
to. If you only knew the conversations my dogs and I have
on the daily that go beyond “what’s in your mouth?”. They
are excited to greet you at all times of the day, whether
you’ve been gone for hours or just came back from the
other room. They remind you to get outside and take a
deep breath of cool, crisp air and maybe even encourage
you to take a little walk with them as they learn how to
walk on a leash. The best feeling is seeing the joy they
experience when they get to play in the snow. They give
you a reason to get out of bed and a purpose while waiting
for the days to lengthen and the temperatures to rise. So,
get the puppy, expand your family and make this Christmas
one to remember.

If you’ve received the unconditional

home, and then by the time summer
comes, they are not only fully
vaccinated, they have also learned
basic manners and skills and have
grown enough to make these outside
times more enjoyable for everyone.

Now let’s talk about potty training
your puppy. Yes you are going to have
to don a coat and toque and keep the
warm boots beside the door for quick
potty breaks but it’s actually much
easier to potty train a puppy during the
winter than it is during the summer.
Have you ever been outside waiting
for what seems like forever to have a
distracted puppy finally relieve
themselves? T know I have. Now put
this into perspective, have you ever hit

love of a dog, you are blessed. If
you’ve experienced the heart healing
powers of a dog, you are fortunate. If
you’ve felt a therapeutic calmness in
the presence of a dog, you are worthy
and if all of these came from the same
dog, this is a heart dog and you’ve
received a gift that I wish more people
could experience. Cherish this, cherish
the connection you’ve built with your
dog and they will be your constant
companion, confidant and comfort for
as long as they are with you. Truly the
best gift you’ve ever given yourself.

Merriest of Christmas wishes, happiest
of holiday cheer and blessings for
2026 from all of us at Shakespeare’s
Legacy Labradors.

the cold and instantly needed the relief
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Calling all dog lovers of Greater Moncton
and Albert County!

Article & Images Submitted by
Tracy Munson, Tracy Munson Photography

You already know your dog is a superstar - here's the perfect way
to show the world, while supporting a great cause at the same
time!

Tails of the Hub City will be a beautiful, hardcover coffee table
book featuring some of New Brunswick's most beloved dogs in
scenic and iconic locations in and around the Greater Moncton
Area. Registration is now open, and sessions will take place over
the next year, with the book's release date planned for early 2027.

$100 from each registration fee will be donated to People for
Animal Wellbeing (PAW/SBA) in Moncton. Space is limited, and
registration is about 1/3 full already, so even if you'd prefer to wait
until next year for your session, the time to sign up is now.

Learn more about how your dog can be included here:

https://tracymunsonphotography.com/tails-of-the-hub-city

211: Helping Older Adults to Age in Place
Article & Images Submitted by Daniela Fernandez,

211 NB Director of Community Engagement 211info@moncton.unitedway.ca, 506-858-8600 Ext. 3670

Home modifications can make it possible for older adults
with mobility issues to live in their own homes. If people
need help finding home modification programs or other
services, 211 Service Navigators are just a call away.

A 211 Service Navigator took a call from a elderly female
whose husband had recently developed some mobility
impairments and was becoming frail. They wanted to stay
in their home where they were comfortable, but the
washroom would need work to make this hope feasible.
She told the Service Navigator that she was looking for
financial assistance to make some renovations in her
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bathroom to make it accessible for her husband.

The Service Navigator let the caller know that she wanted
to help, but first needed to ask some questions to make sure
that she found the right program. The Service Navigator
inquired as to what adaptations the caller's husband would
need. The caller said she was looking for help finding
financial assistance, especially for a new raised toilet and
accessible bars in the washroom. To assess for eligibility,
the Service Navigator asked about their income; the couple
had a low income.

The Service Navigator then found a
program for persons with low income
who need home rehabilitation. She let
the caller know the contact information,
program description and exactly how to
apply. The caller took down this
information and said that she would get
in touch with the program immediately
to get the process started.

Next time you’re not quite sure where to
start to find the help you need, remember
Help Starts Here, at 211. Simply dial 211
anytime, or visit nb.211.ca for more
information. 211’s information and
referral service is free, confidential, and
available 24/7 in over 150 languages.
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New Horizons for Seniors Program (NHSP) Grants — A Success Story
Submitted by June Crandall, Contributing Author

Early in 2024, through the collaborative efforts of the
Elgin Women’s Institute and the Elgin Seniors Center, the
Elgin WI proposed to receive funding for community
projects and infrastructure improvements from NHSP.
Internet connectivity was one of the community programs
we proposed in terms of having a potential long-term
impact on seniors in the community. We proposed several
community programs but this one percolated to the top of
the list. Many seniors have the ability and/or means to use
the internet, which includes cellular phones, laptops,
tablets, etc., but are very unfamiliar with their devices so
were afraid to use them for several reasons. Some have a
flip-phone used only for emergencies while away from
home; some have tablets used only for games or social
media; others have no or inadequate internet connectivity
at home.

What frustrated me when doing some background research
on the feasibility of teaching seniors about connectivity is
that government agencies are urging seniors to “get
connected” but there is almost no flexibility in terms of
affordable plans (both internet and mobility) for
individuals on a fixed income. This is particularly true in
rural/sub-rural areas. Additionally, seniors are encouraged
to and expected to get on the band wagon without training.
Today’s devices are complicated, can be difficult to use,
and are quite intimidating!

For these reasons, we proposed to use a large portion of the
funding to help seniors with connectivity. We proposed to
get good internet service in a central building, purchase
several laptops, and locate a high school senior who would
work with the seniors and “teach” them about connectivity
and devices.

Another very important lesson was about online security. I
stressed continuously the importance of strong passwords.
We had a lot of fun testing what they thought were strong
passwords only to learn their “strong” password could be
cracked in a matter of seconds versus demonstrating
creating and using very strong passwords by inserting
some characters or numbers in the weak passwords. Those
seconds turned into multiple years to crack the new strong
passwords. Additionally, representatives from a financial
institution and the RCMP presented on other risks of
online activities such as scams, phishing, sexting, and
spoofing. The most powerful protection is education!

One of the most amazing things for me as their teacher was
to see the students evolve during the classes from “Where
do I turn it on?” to confidently logging in to newly created
email accounts. Gone was the fear, the confusion, and lack
of confidence!

There are similar classes available in many cities or larger
towns but are greatly lacking in rural areas. The issues that
need to be addressed in rural areas are reliable and
affordable internet for the senior community, and on-going
access to training. Yes, there are many who want nothing
to do with the internet but when banks and other service
agencies such as Bell Aliant and NB Power no longer send
notices and statements, seniors are burdened with going to
the bank to pay bills and resolve other problems that arise
that could be resolved online. That service at the bank is
currently free, but we all know what happens to free! If
you are interested in getting connected, hopefully there is
someone in your area that can help.

Happily, the proposed funding was approved, and we
soon filled up the class with 10 individuals per class. I
spearheaded the entire connectivity program. The
seniors committed to biweekly (2 per week) classes,
wherein I crafted the curriculum, drawing upon some
excellent online classes for senior connectivity
instruction, and ultimately “trained” approximately 25
or so students.

The curriculum covered basic knowledge about
computing regardless of the device whether it is cell
phone, tablet, laptop, or desktop. One of the most
important lessons was addressing the timidity of using
the device and fear of it “crashing”. I cannot tell you
the relief of learning you really cannot “crash” your
device; most were afraid of “pushing the wrong

button”.
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Albert County Historical Society Honours Volunteers at Oktoberfest Luncheon
Article & Images Submitted by Angela Smith, Director, Albert County Historical Society

Hopewell Cape, N.B.
— On Saturday
afternoon, October 4th,
the  Albert County
Historical Society
(ACHS) hosted a
“Volunteer

Appreciation Event” at
the  Albert County
Museum to recognize
and thank the many
dedicated individuals
who contributed their
time and energy to

preserving and
promoting the history
of Albert County.

Angela Smith, Chair of
the ACHS Volunteer
Engagement

Committee, welcomed

the Volunteers and their

Image of the volunteer team at the Albert County Museum, taken by Stuart Liptay.

guests who gathered in
the Community Hall decorated in an Oktoberfest theme,
with pumpkins, festive table settings, and playing
traditional polka music. Upon arrival, attendees received a
unique keepsake key chain inscribed with “Volunteers are
the Key to our Success,” accompanied by a thank-you note
from the Society.

A variety of activities were enjoyed, including testing
everyone’s knowledge with a series of riddles about the
Albert County Museum and the area. A “Volunteer Photo
Frame” provided a fun way of capturing memories with
everyone having their photo taken within the large
“Volunteers 2025” frame! A slideshow showcased

volunteers in action and featured inspiring quotes about the
“spirit of giving back”.

Guests socialized as they shared a meal together, enjoying

the  Oktoberfest-inspired barbeque with sausages,
hamburgers, traditional salads, apple crisp, and
refreshments.

The afternoon program concluded with a group photo of
all the volunteers, followed by draws for gifts generously
donated by local businesses, including Broadleaf Ranch,
Homestead Restaurant, Wacky Wonderful Waffles,
Hope-Wellness Eco-Resort, The Rocks Provincial Park,
Amanda Bishop Epicure, and Parkland Village Inn.

ACHS President, Dawne MclLean, expressed heartfelt
gratitude to the Volunteers, acknowledging their critical
role in the success of the Museum’s fundraisers, programs,
and community initiatives. “Volunteers do not necessarily
have the time, but they have the heart to volunteer. Their
passion and commitment are truly the key to our success!”

The ACHS Volunteer Appreciation Event celebrated not
only the contributions of individuals but also the strong
spirit of community that continues to sustain and inspire
the Albert County Museum.
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Community Space is Community Priority
Article and Images Submitted by Jane Chrysostom, Cleveland Place, Alma

Well over a hundred people of
all ages gathered. One, not yet
three years old, toddled in.
Another, at nearly ninety-three [
years old, strolled in unassisted.
An eighty-year-old man led
many on an energetic bicycle
ride around the area. Food and
drink, friendship, laughter, and
memories flowed freely as the
afternoon light faded and
evening arrived. Music swelled,
squeezing through cracks in the
old walls and seeping through
the wavy window panes.

[mage of a community event at Harvey Hall, a beautifu
local community hall and event centre.

some of the same feelings were
present also — especially the
importance of recognition, honour,
service, and community.

“We should do this more often,”
was heard there, too.

It got me thinking about the
importance of using our community
spaces. It also got me considering
the many community-interest
organizations that have such a
wealth of experience, talent, skills,
and resources.

As an Alma resident right on Main

Outside, on benches and in little
groups, the overflow crowd talked, laughed, and listened,
with the surrounding marsh as a quiet backdrop.

It wasn’t a concert. It wasn’t a fundraiser. It was a
sensation!

Yet again, the Harvey Hall was the scene of an enthusiastic
community event. Children dashed about seeking the
tastiest finger foods; instruments were brought out for
playing music together; photos, newspaper articles, and
decorations displayed and recalled accomplishments and
milestones. Old-timers recalled old times, and friends
became reacquainted — some after decades apart.

“We should do this more often!” was heard.

Just a few days later, in a different hall, it was refreshing to
see toddlers, teens, and many of those same folks gathered
at a Remembrance Day ceremony. At this respectful
commemoration, food and drink was on offer again, and

Street, it’s easy for me to notice
how often our local venues are used for such events — and
how often they’re not.

Some of these facilities are fairly new, some of them quite
old, and each, no doubt, has a core group of dedicated
volunteers who manage and oversee these facilities and the
events they hold or host. Whether a board of directors, our
Fundy Albert municipality, or devoted volunteers, each
group’s goal is the successful stewardship of their interests
and investment. For most, the biggest investment is time.

affordable,
important

Keeping our public spaces and venues
comfortable, sustainable, accessible is an
community priority.

How? Volunteer, even though that time investment can be
difficult, and in spite of all the other demands in our lives.

Because, it’s true: we should do this more often.
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Christmas Cookery: Community Favourites!

Lemon Sugar Cookies from Marilyn Wells

This is a
favourite recipe

for several
reasons. Its
easy, it makes
lots, they’re
smooth for

decorating, and
they’re delicious.
A nice light
lemon flavour. 1
make mine Gluten Free but regular wheat flour can easily
be used. I got the recipe from a client years ago, she had
been making them at Christmas time for years. Her
daughter was married and had moved away but she still
got a box in the mail every year from her mom. They freeze
well.

Recipe:
Lemon Cookies

* 1 cup softened butter
* 1 cup sugar
* 2 large eggs

* 1 can Sweetened Condensed Milk

*  1/4 cup lemon juice (I juice a real lemon then top
it off with bottled stuff!)

* 2 Tbsp grated lemon rind

e 2tspvanilla

* 5 cups President’s Choice Gluten Free Flour

* 4 tsp baking powder (mix with flour)

+ Salt

Lemon Drizzle

* 11/2 cup icing sugar
o 2 Tbsp water
e 1 Tbsp lemon juice

Cream butter, eggs, sugar, milk,
lemon rind, add half the flour,
lemon juice and vanilla, and
then rest of the flour.

Cover and refridgerate for at
least a half hour. Divide dough,
roll and cut in desired shape.
Bake at 350* for 12 minutes.

Cool and use lemon drizzle or
decorate as desired.

Peanut Butter Brownie Trifle from Cheryl Neil

Here's my peanut butter brownie trifle recipe. It's a
favourite every Christmas - always a special request
dessert! Enjoy!

Recipe:

» 2 fudge brownie mixes

* 1 pkg peanut butter chips
* 2 pkgs Reese's minis

* 4 cup milk

* 2 pkg vanilla pudding

* 1 cup peanut butter

e 4tsp vanilla

. 24 oz Cool Whip

Bake brownies with peanut butter chips mixed in. Cool.
Cut into 3/4" pieces.

Cut peanut butter minis in half. Save 1/3 cup for garnish.
Mix puddings and milk. Add peanut butter & vanilla.
Fold in Cool Whip

Layers:

*  brownies
*  mini peanut butter cups

* pudding mixture

Repeat twice. Cover with Cool Whip and garnish with
peanut butter cups.
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Bacon Wrapped Water Chestnuts from Erica Dunn

Everyone loves a classic appetizer over the holidays:  Slice the water chestnuts in half lengthwise, creating 2
crispy bacon, crunchy water chestnuts round but thinner slices.

and Dunn Right BBQ Sauce talk about a
mouth-watering masterpiece your guests
will love. You can assemble this
appetizer and bake it when ready to

Wrap each water chestnut in a slice of bacon
place them on a wire rack on a baking sheet,
seam side down. Use foil on a baking sheet if
you don’t have a wire rack.

serve.
Recipe: When the water chestnuts are all wrapped and
: on the baking sheet, bake at 350 degrees for
* 11b of Bacon (I used thick cut) 35 minutes or until the bacon is crispy.
« 2 cans of whole water chestnuts,

Add the bacon-wrapped water chestnuts to a

drained baking dish and pour the sauce.

*  1/2 cup of Dunn Right Sauce

Bake at 350 degrees for 20 minutes, then

Cut your bacon strips into thirds. serve with toothpicks,

EXPLORE ANWD EXPERIENCE
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December Activities at the Hillsborough Public Library

2849 Main Street, Hillsborough. Phone 506-734-3722
*Please note that all Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.

This Month's Programming

Parent and Baby Drop In:

Wednesdays from 10am-12pm

(except Christmas Eve)
Parents and Babies are invited to come to the library for a
time of play and socialization. Coffee and tea will be
available for parents.

Christmas in the Country at the Library: Saturday,
December 6 (Library to remain open until 6pm)

Holiday Story Time at 11am

Join us at the library for holiday themed stories and songs
for children 18m-6yrs

Drop In Winter Craft from 1pm-5:30pm

Stop into the library and make a fun winter themed craft and
warm up with some hot chocolate and treats!

Adult Craft - Mini Christmas Village: Tuesday,
December 9 at 5:30pm

Join us to make your own individual mini-Christmas village
with lights. Registration Required.

Children’s Holiday Activity Pack Pick Up: Starting on
December 20th

Children can pick up a fun activity pack to do over the
holidays, while quantities available

@o % @ Hillsborough Bibliothéque publique
Public Library Hillsborough Please Note:
Tue 12pm-4pm; 5-7pm Mar 12h-16h; 17h-19h . .
Wed 10am-12pm; 1-5pm | Mer 10h-12h; 13h-17h The Library will be closed on
Thu 10am-12pm; 1-5pm Jeu 10h-12h;13h-17h December 25th for Christmas
Fri  10am-12pm; 1-5pm Ven 10h-12h;13h-17h Day, December 26th for
Sat 10am-12pm; 1-5pm Sam 10h-12h; 13h-17h

Boxing Day and January 1st
for New Years Day.

I
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Upcoming Community Events in Rural Albert County

Visit our Community Calendar and add your upcoming event today!

Go to: www.connectingalbertcounty.org/calendar or email calendar@connectingalbertcounty.org

Regularly Scheduled Events this December

Mondays

Pickleball from 7 pm - 9:30 pm at Riverside-Albert
Recreation Center, 9 Bicentennial Rd, Riverside-Albert
Fees are by donation ($2 recommended). All equipment
and lessons are supplied, all you need are court shoes and a
need to have some fun!

Nursing Home Without Walls (NHWW) Walking &
Social Gathering from 9am - 11am at the Surrey Valley
Baptist Church, 3039 Main St, Hillsborough

Nursing Home Without Walls hosts a walking and social
gathering at the Valley Baptist Church in Hillsborough.

NHWW Stretching and Strengthening Exercises from
10am - 11am at the Riverside-Albert Recreation Center,
9 Bicentennial Road, Riverside-Albert

Nursing Home Without Walls hosts stretching and
strengthening exercises at the Riverside-Albert Rec Center.

Tuesdays

NHWW Stretching and Strengthening Exercises from
9am - 10am at the Surrey Valley Baptist Church, 3039
Main St, Hillsborough

Nursing Home Without Walls hosts stretching and
strengthening exercises at the Valley Baptist Church in
Hillsborough.

NHWW Walking & Social from 9am - 11am at the
Riverside-Albert Recreation Center, 9 Bicentennial Rd,
Riverside-Albert

Nursing Home Without Walls hosts a walking and social
gathering at the Riverside-Albert Rec Center.

NHWW Card Social & Walking from 1pm - 3pm at the
Alma Activity Center,8 School St, Alma

Nursing Home Without Walls hosts a card social and
walking opportunity at the Alma Activity Center.

Wednesdays

NHWW Walking & Social from 9am - 11am at the
Surrey Valley Baptist Church, 3039 Main St,
Hillsborough

Nursing Home Without Walls hosts a walking and social
gathering at the Valley Baptist Church in Hillsborough.

NHWW Stretching and Strengthening Exercises from
10am - 11am at the Riverside-Albert Recreation Center,
9 Bicentennial Road, Riverside-Albert

Nursing Home Without Walls hosts stretching and
strengthening exercises at the Riverside-Albert Rec Center.

North of 55 Seniors Group from 10:00am - 11:30am
every second Wednesday at Hillsborough Baptist
Church, Family Room, 26 Braam Crescent,
Hillsborough

All senior ladies and men are welcome to attend and enjoy
sharing snacks, games, testimonies and much more. For
more information, contact Nettie Steeves at 506-380-2901.

NHWW Walking & Social from 10am - 11:30am at the
Lower Coverdale Baptist Church, 1121 NB-114, Lower
Coverdale

Nursing Home Without Walls hosts a walking and social
gathering at the Lower Coverdale Baptist Church.

Crocheting for Beginners from 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm at
the Caledonia Activity Place, 5295 Route 114,
Hopewell Hill

Come Join us on the Hill for Beginner Crocheting. It's
Free! All are welcome. If you prefer, bring your knitting or
sewing! Call 506-882-2604, email
caledoniaactivityplace@gmail.com or msg to register!

Legion Darts from 7 pm -10 pm at the Royal Canadian
Legion in Hillsborough

Minimal fee to join. The Ships Landing and Lounge is
open at the same time, come on over and bring a friend.
All welcome!

Pickleball from 7 pm - 9 pm at Riverside-Albert
Recreation Center, 9 Bicentennial Rd, Riverside-Albert
Fees are by donation ($2 recommended). All equipment
and lessons are supplied.
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Thursdays

Cribbage from 1 pm - 3 pm at the Caledonia Activity
Place, 5295 Route 114, Hopewell Hill

Everyone 19 years old and up are welcome to come and
play cribbage! No sign-up is needed and it's free!

Pick up Ball Hockey from 6pm - 8pm at the Alma Rec
Centre,13 Edgewater Drive, Alma

No registration needed — just show up, play, and have a
great time! Grab your gear, bring your friends, and get
ready to hit the floor!

Fridays

Legion Cards from 6 pm - 10 pm at the Royal
Canadian Legion in Hillsborough

Minimal fee to join. The Ships Landing and Lounge is
open at the same time, come on over and bring friend, all
welcome.

Chase the Ace from 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm at the Fundy
Curling Club, Riverside-Albert

A weekly Chase the Ace raffle, tickets are on sale from
Monday to Thursday 8 am-9 pm at Crooked Creek
Convenience in Riverside-Albert, and on Friday club from
5:30 to 7 pm. Draw is at 7:30 pm.

Saturdays

Karaoke Shenanigans from 8 pm at The Ships Landing

Bar, Royal Canadian Legion, 31 Legion St.,
Hillsborough

Entertainment, 50/50 draw and bar. Cover charge
$5/person. Come and join Janey as she brings music to
life, grab the mic and show everyone your skills!

Sundays

Sports for kids from 2 pm - 3:30 pm at the
Hillsborough Kiwanis,47 Legion St, Hillsborough
Sports Ministry-for ages 5-12 years. Please contact
Paulkeecanada@gmail.com.

ROB MOORE
MP, Fundy Royal

Constituency Office
599 Main Street, Hampton

Keep up to date on
News & Events
in Fundy Royal

Rob.Moore@parl.gc.ca
506-832-4200

Here For You

f

www.RobMoore.ca
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Upcoming Community Events in Rural Albert County

Visit our Community Calendar and add your upcoming event today!

Go to: www.connectingalbertcounty.org/calendar or email calendar@connectingalbertcounty.org

Special Events this December

Saturday, December 6th from 8am - 10am

Kiwanis Breakfast - Christmas in the Country
Hillsborough Kiwanis, 47 Legion St, Hillshorough
Heading out to enjoy Christmas in the Country on
December 6? Grab your favourite shopping partner and
fuel up at our breakfast buffet first! Serving from 8-10 AM
e Adults $15 » Kids 12 & under eat FREE. Cash, debit, and
credit accepted.

Saturday, December 6th from 9am - 4pm

CCRC 2025 Riverside-Albert Christmas Market!
(Two-Day Event)

Riverside-Albert Recreation Center, 9 Bicentennial Rd,
Riverside-Albert

It's that magical time of year again. The scent of
evergreens in the air, the sound of carols drifting through
the village, and the sparkle of holiday lights welcoming
visitors from near and far. Yes, the Annual CCRC 2025
Riverside-Albert Christmas Market is just around the
corner!

Saturday, December 6th from 11am - 4pm

Victorian Christmas Tea

The Maplegrove Inn, 5 Maple Street, Riverside-Albert
Join us for a delicious Christmas Tea! Cost is $35/adult
and $18/child (aged 5-12). Prepaid tickets required, call
506-882-1854.

Saturday, December 6th at 6:30pm

Lois Snider Memorial Christmas Parade

Main Street, Hillsborough

Come on out to the annual Christmas Parade in memory of
Lois Snider! For float registration or details, call or text
Becky Snider at 1-506-961-7529 or email
bsnider110@gmail.com. We hope to see you all there!

Saturday, December 6th After the Parade

Hot Chocolate & Santa after the Parade!

Hillsborough Kiwanis, 47 Legion St, Hillshorough
We’re excited to share that we’ll once again be hosting
Santa and offering FREE hot chocolate right after the Lois
Snider Christmas Parade! Swing by after the parade for
some warm treats, festive cheer, and a visit with Santa!

Sunday, December 7th from 11:00am - 4:00pm
CCRC Riverside-Albert Christmas Market! (Two-Day
Event)

Riverside-Albert Recreation Center, 9 Bicentennial Rd,
Riverside-Albert

Sunday, December 7th from 2pm - 4pm

Monthly Bingo

Alma Activity Center, 8 School St, Alma

Doors open at 1:30. $2 per card or 3 for $5. Hosted by the
Fundy Albert Community Cooperative Collective, with
proceeds supporting projects like The Old Bank restoration
and The Alma Recreation Centre. Canteen proceeds
support the U13 Huskies.

SPECIAL FOR OUR FIRST BINGO!

We’re supporting the local Toy Drive this holiday season.
If you’re able, please consider bringing: a new unwrapped
toy; a gift card; or a small cash donation. Every donation
stays right here in our community and helps local families
make the season a little brighter. Thank you for supporting
community events, local youth, and projects that keep
Fundy Albert thriving. We can’t wait to see you there!
Come for the fun, stay for the purpose.

Sunday, December 7th from 2pm - 4pm

Fundy Biosphere Region Wreath Making Workshop
Broadleaf Ranch Restaurant, 5526 New Brunswick 114,
Hopewell Hill

Come learn how to make your own evergreen wreaths with
Fundy Biosphere Region! Enjoy a cozy atmosphere and
spark your creativity by learning the art of wreathmaking!
This is a low-waste event. Wreath rings, tools, local
greenery, some natural accent items, and hot chocolate will
be provided. Please bring work gloves and a ribbon of
choice. Pre-registration is required, and additional
food/beverages are available onsite for purchase. Find the
tickets linked above!

Monday, December 8th from 1pm - 3pm

Bingo for Chocolate!

Caledonia Activity Place, 5295 Rte 114 Hopewell Hill
Drop in for Bingo - FREE to play and you may win a
yummy chocolate treat!

Wednesday, December 10th from 7pm - 8:30pm

Adult Learn to Curl Program (Three-Day Event)
Fundy Curling Club, 16 Mill St, Riverside-Albert
During this great program you will learn: the basic rules of
curling; proper technique of sliding and rock delivery;
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proper form when sweeping rocks; how to have a great
time at a new winter activity! The total cost of the
three-session program is $25.00 including HST. All
equipment is provided so all you need to bring are a pair of
clean sneakers and warm, comfortable clothes. Should you
decide to join as a member of the club following the
program, the $25.00 will be deducted from your
membership rate! Advanced registration is required for the
program. Please call or email Alan at 506-882-1182 or
eademaline@gmail.com to reserve your spot in the
program or if you have any questions!

Thursday, December 11th from 7pm - 8:30pm
Adult Learn to Curl Program (Three-Day Event)
Fundy Curling Club, 16 Mill St, Riverside-Albert

Friday, December 12th All Day
Riverside School Kids Curling Sessions
Fundy Curling Club, 16 Mill St, Riverside-Albert

Friday, December 12th from 7pm - 8:30pm
Adult Learn to Curl Program (Three-Day Event)
Fundy Curling Club, 16 Mill St, Riverside-Albert

Saturday, December 13th from 4 - 6 pm

Kiwanis Annual Seniors Christmas Dinner
Hillsborough Kiwanis, 47 Legion St, Hillsborough
Our Annual Seniors Christmas Dinner will be held on
December 13th this year! Are you a senior in our
community? Join us for a delicious dinner and warm
community time!

Monday, December 15th All Day
Riverside School Kids Curling Sessions
Fundy Curling Club, 16 Mill St, Riverside-Albert

Sunday, December 21st at 5pm

Riverside-Albert Parade

Riverside-Albert Fire Hall, 2 Fire St, Riverside-Albert
Santa needs our help! Who is in? Everyone in Fundy
Albert is invited to come out and join the Riverside Albert
Volunteer Fire Department in escorting Santa around town.
The final destination is Forest Dale Home Inc. The more
the merrier, please spread the word and see you on the
21st!

GOLD RUSH!
Get Your BACH Rafflebox 50/50 Tickets Today!

Did you know that there are now two
ways to purchase our 50/50 Gold Rush
Draw tickets? Scan the QR code with
your phone's camera, tap the link, and
purchase your tickets! Or, you can
type in www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/bachcf
to your internet browser on any of
your devices.

By supporting this draw, you are supporting the
healthcare of the residents of Albert County! All
funds raised will have a direct impact on
healthcare initiatives in our community as all
funds are utilized to enhance community health

services, including programs, facilities, equipment, and
health care sites,

training opportunities in primary

community organizations, and schools
throughout the County. Your continued
support is greatly appreciated!

Draws will be advertised on Facebook,
the Foundation website, and here in
Connecting Albert County!

The Next Draw Dates:

*  December 3, 2025
*  December 31, 2025
* January 28, 2026

»  February 25, 2025

To learn more about the BACH Foundation, please go to
their website www.bachfoundation.com, call
506-882-3100, or email bachfoundation@horizonnb.ca.
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Bennett and Albert County Health Care (BACH) Foundation

The Bennett and Albert County Health Care Foundation
helps create a healthy, vibrant community. The BACH
Foundation improves access to health care services in
rural Albert County and supports
programs that improve community
health.

BACH Foundation supports:

#‘H"E.iw
e

e Albert County Community
Health Centre (ACCHC) in
Riverside-Albert

e ACCHC Hillsborough Satellite
Office

» Connecting Albert County

* Dolly Parton Imagination lerary
Program

* Literacy Express

e Fundy Curling Club Little Rocks
Program y

«  Community — g 2 |

e Youth Impact Jeunesse Drug Intervention Program | 'i# M"

e Friends of the Moncton Hospital e

By Donating to the Bennett and Albert County Health Care
Foundation, you are investing in a healthier community.

For more information, contact us:

Email: bachfoundation@horizonnb.ca
Phone: 506-882-3100
\Web: bachfoundation.com

Or donate today by filling out the form below!
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Supporters of Connecting Albert County
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Albert County publication wouldn't be possible. This is a collaborative effort for our community, by our
community, and we are grateful to the following folks for believing that we are all better, connected.

Platinum

Bennett and Albert County Health Care (BACH) Foundation - www.bachfoundation.com
Horizon Health Network Resiliency Committee
Village of Fundy Albert - www.fundyalbert.ca

Gold

Community Business Development Corporation Albert Westmoreland - www.cbdc.ca
Hon. Rob Moore, MP for Fundy Royal - www.robmoore.ca

Silver

Albert County Funeral Home - www.AlbertCountyFH.com
Friends of Fundy - www.friendsoffundy.ca
The Gateway Market - www.facebook.com/thegatewaymarket

Bronze
Albert County Pharmacy - www.albertcountypharmacy.ca
Crooked Creek Convenience - www.facebook.com/ccconvenience
Jeff MacDougall, SE Mutual Insurance - jeff.macdougall@semutual.nb.ca, www.semutual.nb.ca
McCarthy Construction Ltd. - mccarthyconstruction.pro | 506-899-7838 | mmcmoncton@gmail.com
New Brunswick Senior Citizens Federation - https://nbscf.ca

Community & Business Sponsors

Albert County Exhibition Hillsborough Public Library
Chipoudy Communities Revitalization Committee

Farmer Brown's Greenhouse

Fundy Curling Club

Add your name to this list!
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Albert County by advertising with us.

Go to: www.connectingalbertcounty.org/ads OR email us at info@connectingalbertcounty.org

and let us help you get connected.
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