
Fundy Albert is one of Connecting Albert County's primary support systems and we are 
pleased to put out this special edition to support the municipality's residents in the 2026 
Municipal Elections! 

Our mission at CAC is to build connections and foster pride of place and culture in our 
region. We share this mission with all of those who work diligently within this place in 
so many capacities: volunteers who tirelessly work together to offer wide range of 
services, entrepreneurs who keep their business local,  the educators and healthcare 

workers who dedicate their lives to rural service, and the list of people continues.  Stepping up and putting your name 
forward as a candidate to serve your community in public office also exemplifies that mission. 

An elected public official holds important roles in our community. Municipal governments administer taxes and set 
budgets, provide direction and oversight for many of our local services, advocate for region provincially and federally, and 
that is just the tip of the iceberg. The time commitment, stressors, research, and community engagement required is huge.

We aimed to provide a platform for all candidates so they can share themselves and provide the public information on an 
even playing field. We also want to provide our readership the information they need to exercise their democratic right to 
vote, reduce barriers to engaging in the electoral process, and make informed choices. 

In the following pages you will find:

- Advertisements submitted from  candidates for mayor and council. These were paid for by the candidates. 
- Information on how, where, and when to vote, and where to go for any questions you may have. 
- Articles on each of the candidates. These articles are based on interviews conducted by the coordinator of 

connecting Albert County. CAC gathered  and compiled questions from the community and best practice 
resources, submitted them to each candidate a minimum of the day before their interview, and did our best to hit 
the main points presented by each candidate in each article. If you would like to hear the full interviews, you can 
also listen to them on our podcast Connecting Alber t County: the Audio Edit, streaming on all major 
podcasting platforms. You can also find them on our website!

We encourage you to take the time to read about all candidates running and pay particularly close attention to those 
running in your ward!  

We wish all candidates the very best, and thank them for their care of, and engagement in, our community. 

And to all residents of Albert County - get out there and vote! 
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Connecting Albert County: 2026 Municipal Election Special Edition 
       

May 2026 Vol. 12. No. 5 ISSN 2369-1174/1182 (digital) 
  

Our Mission:  Building connections and fostering pride of place and culture in rural Albert County by publishing in print & online. 

Connecting Albert County Board of Directors: Deborah Carr, June Crandall, Joe Gallant, Shannon Gaythorpe, Derek Lackey, Shan-
non MacBeth, Victoria Stroud-Arsenault 

CAC Part-time Coordinator Melody Land

To volunteer with CAC, advertise, donate, submit articles or letters, 
email info@ConnectingAlbertCounty.org or mail CAC, 8 Forestdale 
Rd., Riverside-Albert, NB E4H 3Y7 

Letters and articles may be edited. 

Statements in our publication and website do not necessarily re-
flect the views and opinions of Connecting Albert County's volun-
teers and coordinator. 

Subscribe to our free monthly e-magazine (and see past issues) at  
ConnectingAlbertCounty.org/e-magazine
  
Like us at www.facebook.com/ConnectingAlbertCounty
Follow us on Instagram @connectingalbertcounty

Connecting Albert County Inc. is a registered non-profit 
organization. 

Calling All Wr iters, 
Photographers, and 

Creatives!
Do you have an idea, informative 
article, a piece of creative 
writing, or photographs that you 
would like to share in our 
newsletter? If so, let us know and 
we would love to have you! 
Please submit it to the 
Coordinator by email at 
info@connectingalbertcounty.org 
or mail it to Connecting Albert 
County, 8 Forestdale Rd., 

Riverside-Albert, NB, E4H 3Y7. 

http://www.connectingalbertcounty.org/e-magazine.html
https://www.facebook.com/ConnectingAlbertCounty
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Find out where to 
vote, get on the 

voters list in ad-
vance, and more by 

going to: 
www.electionsnb.ca
OR contact our region's 

Returning Office

Returning Officer :

Tanya Cooper

Address: 378 Coverdale 
Rd, Unit A

Riverview Toll Free: 
1.888.356.1555

Email: 
Tanya.Cooper@gnb.ca

https://www.electionsnb.ca/
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For the full interview, please listen in to Connecting Albert 
County: The Audio Edit, wherever you stream your pod-
casts, or go to 
www.connectingalbertcounty.org/municipal-elections-2026

Don Bowman is one of two candidates running for mayor 
in Fundy Albert in the 2026 municipal election, bringing a 
background in technical work, volunteer leadership, and 
what he describes as a strong commitment to community 
connection.

Bowman enters the race without formal political experi-
ence but points to decades of community involvement and 
a collaborative leadership style as the foundation of his 
campaign.

Background and Community Involvement

Bowman has built a career in the HVACR field? heating, 
ventilation, air conditioning, and refrigeration? working 
on complex systems and solutions. ?These [business] ex-
periences drive a desire to?  continue to learn from the 
parties involved,? he said.

In the community, he has served as president of the Grays 
Island Cemetery, helping develop governance structures 
for long-standing family plots, and is currently vice pres-
ident of the Hillsborough Kiwanis Club.

?I enjoy full interaction with all levels of participants?  
and [am] very open to listening and implementing new 
ideas,? he said.

Leadership Style

Bowman describes his leadership approach as diplomatic 
and inclusive.

?My leadership style?  would be considered to be demo-
cratic?  allowing to hear all ideas to build a strong and 
supported solution,? he said.

He emphasizes listening and collaboration as key elements 
in decision-making.

Approach to Conflict

While acknowledging he has not served in municipal gov-
ernment before, Bowman said he would approach conflict 
by seeking understanding. ?We need to listen to all angles 
and try to rationalize why?  that person appears to be con-
flictive,? he said.

He added that most residents ultimately share the same 
goal of positive outcomes for the community and that he 

looks forward to getting to 
know, and learning from, all 
the Candidates running.

Decision to Run for Mayor

Bowman initially planned to 
run for council but shifted to 
the mayoral race after en-
couragement from com-
munity members.

?At the very last moment?  
[community members and 
friends] convinced me that I 
should run for mayor,? he said.

He described the decision as unexpected but believes he 
can meet the expectations of the role.

Campaign Preparation

Bowman has focused his preparation on conversations 
with residents across the municipality and he highlighted 
the importance of understanding the differing needs of 
communities within Fundy Albert.

?I?ve been talking with a lot of people to see what their 
concerns are,? he said. He wants to best understand the 
unique experiences of each location.

Platform and Pr ior ities

Bowman has not presented a formal platform. He is em-
phasizing communication and listening as his primary fo-
cus instead, relying on his connection to constituents to in-
form his direction as he goes and relying on "old school" 
traditional ways of navigating needs.

?I honestly don?t believe that I?m ready to?  present a 
platform other than delivering?  straight up communica-
tion,? he said.

He cautioned against making commitments without first 
fully understanding community needs.

Time Commitment

Bowman said his work schedule allows flexibility and that 
he is prepared for the demands of the role. ?I typically get 
up at 3 in the morning?  so availability?  is quite a wide 
range,? he said.

According to Bowman, focusing on key priorities could 
improve efficiency in council work, making the time com-
mitments much more reasonable and achievable.

Don Bowman Enters Mayoral Race Emphasizing 
Community Connection and Open Communication

Submitted by Melody Land, CAC Coordinator 

Don Bowman, Candidate for 
Mayor of Fundy Albert
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Training and Governance

Bowman expressed a cautious view on mandatory training, 
noting he would need to better understand its content before 
forming a firm position.

?If there?s value in this, for sure,? he said, emphasizing the 
importance of practical communication skills alongside 
formal training.

Regarding the New Brunswick Local Governance Act, 
Bowman said he supports rules and regulations when they 
make sense, but believes community needs should remain 
the priority. He said ?My first duty would be to our 
community.?

Transparency and Accountability

Bowman expressed skepticism about the use of the term 
?transparency,? preferring a more direct approach.

?Being honest and having ideas of how to openly share 
communications?  will yield a much better result,? he said.

He said he would rely on feedback from residents to ensure 
communication meets expectations. ?If the feedback?  says 
you?re not giving us enough information?  then you need 
to step it up,? he shared.

Environment and Natural Resources

Bowman emphasized community responsibility in protect-
ing the environment, including addressing littering and im-
proving waste accessibility for visitors.

He also highlighted his professional experience with envir-
onmental issues related to refrigerants and climate impacts.

On glyphosate, he said he would need more information 
before taking a firm position.

?I need the facts?  before really being able to weigh in 
properly,? he said.

Housing, Pover ty, and Cost of L iving

Bowman acknowledged the seriousness of affordability 
challenges and suggested a community-driven approach.

?I would look to try to form a committee of neighbours?  
to work on ways to help,? he said.

He emphasized understanding the root causes of housing 
issues before implementing solutions.

Economic Development

Bowman sees economic development as requiring strong 
leadership and community collaboration.

?This takes backbone to deliver results,? he said.

He highlighted the importance of promoting local busi-
nesses and improving communication about available 

products and services to visitors.

Ar ts, Culture, and Tour ism

Bowman described the region?s cultural and historical as-
sets as significant but under-promoted and he supports col-
laborative efforts among local organizations to increase 
visibility and attract visitors beyond main travel routes.

?We?ve got attractions?  that rival Niagara Falls,? he said, 
and feels like we could do more to increase visitor engage-
ment off the beaten trail.

Infrastructure

Infrastructure concerns, particularly road conditions, are a 
key issue for Bowman. ?I know some of our roads have?  
are disappearing, and that bothers me,? he said.

He also raised concerns about declining rural roads and the 
need for improved maintenance and accessibility.

Amalgamation and Regional Unity

Bowman emphasized the importance of treating all areas of 
Fundy Albert equally.

?I feel that it?s important that you have a council meeting in 
each one of your wards,? he said, discussing ways to make 
the community and councillors feel more engaged and con-
nected to community.

He noted that some residents are still adjusting to amal-
gamation and stressed the need for inclusion across 
communities.

Closing Thoughts

Bowman concluded by emphasizing humility and openness 
to feedback and framed his approach as one rooted in 
neighbourly connection and continuous improvement.

?I?m not going to tell anyone?  that I am the best for the 
job?  [but ] I will?  be open to communication,? he said. 
?Talking with me will be like talking with another member 
of your family.?

You can reach Bowman by telephone: 506- 262-5687 and 
email: rhvacspecialist@gmail.com.

...............................................................................................

Listen to the complete audio here: 
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2543277/episodes/19053831

Or go to wherever you stream your podcasts and follow us 
at ?Connecting Albert County: The Audio Edit?

This article was reviewed & edited by June Crandall & 
Barbara Gebuhr, and developed with assistance of OpenAI 
technology.
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For the full interview, please listen in to Connecting Albert 
County: The Audio Edit, wherever you stream your pod-
casts, or go to 
www.connectingalbertcounty.org/municipal-elections-2026

As Fundy Albert approaches the 2026 municipal election, 
current mayor Jim Campbell is seeking another term, posi-
tioning himself as a steady hand to continue guiding the 
municipality through the ongoing challenges of amalgam-
ation and growth.

Campbell, who has served both as a former mayor of 
Riverside-Albert and as mayor of Fundy Albert following 
a by-election, says his focus remains on strengthening the 
municipality while maintaining essential services and 
managing limited resources.

Background and Community Roots

A lifelong connection to Albert County shapes Campbell?s 
perspective. Raised in Riverside- Albert, he describes re-
turning to the area later in life as a meaningful decision. 

?It wasn?t until I was married and had children?  I realized 
how beautiful a place we have and how much it meant to 
me,? he said.

He and his wife moved back to Riverside-Albert more than 
two decades ago, where they have remained active in the 
community. Campbell is a founding member of both the 
CCRC and the Albert County Trailblazers ATV Club, re-
flecting a long-standing commitment to volunteerism.

Leadership Style and Exper ience

Campbell brings a background in management, particu-
larly within the trucking industry, where he served as a 
general manager. He describes his leadership approach as 
collaborative and measured. 

?First, I like to hear what council has to say?  I?m cer-
tainly not a dictator,? he said emphasizing respectful dia-
logue and shared decision- making. ?Open conversation, 
understanding each other?  we?re here to work for the bet-
terment of our community,? he said.

When conflicts arise, Campbell says each situation re-
quires a tailored approach. 

?Sometimes you have to?  say everybody needs to take a 
deep breath and think about what they?re talking about.? 

Motivation for Running

Campbell said his decision to run again is rooted in pro-

gress already made and the 
desire to continue that work. 
?I believe that we have star-
ted to pull our community 
together?  it?s a work in pro-
gress,? he said.

He acknowledged the scale 
of the challenge, noting that 
Fundy Albert encompasses 
multiple former municipalit-
ies and local service districts. 
?To try and unite that big of 
an area into one community 
is a major, major [task],? he said.

With several councillors not returning, he also emphasized 
the importance of continuity in leadership for the 
municipality.

Platform Overview

Campbell is not running on a highly detailed formal plat-
form but outlined several key priorities:

- Maintaining stable tax rates where possible
- Addressing infrastructure needs, particularly roads 

and water systems
- Strengthening municipal finances and identifying 

funding sources
- Continuing efforts to unify the municipality

Key Pr ior ity Focus

A central concern for Campbell is municipal funding. 
?Finding money is one of the biggest issues,? he said, 
pointing to the high cost of maintaining roads and infra-
structure across the region.

He also highlighted the importance of balancing financial 
pressures with service delivery. ?I really want to try and 
hold the tax rate to the level it?s at now,? he said, while ac-
knowledging the difficulty of doing so.

Approach to Governance

Campbell supports training for councillors and sees it as 
important for understanding the scope and limits of muni-
cipal authority. 

?I think it really helps us to understand the mandate of the 
Municipal Act,? he said. 

He has taken training regarding municipal governance in 

Jim Campbell Seeks Re-Election as Mayor with Focus on 
Stability, Infrastructure, and Community Unity

Submitted by Melody Land, CAC Coordinator 

Jim Campbell, Incumbent 
Candidate for Mayor in 

Fundy Albert
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his past experiences.

Transparency and Accountability

On transparency and conflicts of interest, he emphasized 
awareness and caution. ?We have to be very careful?  
sometimes you don?t even realize you?re in conflict,? he 
cautioned, while also stressing the importance of maintain-
ing high standards of conduct within council.

Environment and Natural Resources

Campbell views environmental stewardship as essential, 
particularly in relation to water resources. ?We have to pro-
tect [our natural resources]?  if we don?t have the forest?  
we?re not going to have a good supply of water,? he said.

He pointed to past conservation efforts of the municipality 
and community as successful examples and emphasized the 
need to balance environmental protection with economic 
activity.

On glyphosate spraying, Campbell expressed clear opposi-
tion. ?I?m totally against it?  it scares me,? he said, citing 
concerns raised by residents.

Housing, Cost of L iving, and Pover ty

Campbell said the municipality has already begun working 
on housing challenges through partnerships with organiza-
tions such as Fundy Housing. ?We?ve met with provincial 
ministers?  that?s something we will continue to do,? he 
said highlighting another reason why his experience matters 
for re-election.

He acknowledged that attracting [housing] development to 
rural areas can be difficult but noted early progress and 
continued interest from potential developers.

Economic Development

Campbell sees economic development as a key area for 
growth, particularly beyond seasonal tourism. ?Our tourism 
industry is a big provider of employment, but there has to 
be something?  through the winter months,? he said.

?We?ve got a lot to offer?  our people are welcoming,? he 
said and emphasized promoting the municipality as a desir-

able place to live and work

Arts, Culture, and Her itage

Campbell highlighted the region?s rich history as a signific-
ant asset. ?Our history is pretty important?  it?s amazing 
what we?ve had over the years,? he said, referencing ship-
building, forestry, and Acadian heritage.

He supports continued collaboration with local organiza-
tions to promote and preserve these cultural assets, while 
noting that financial constraints can limit municipal fiscal 
involvement.

Infrastructure

Infrastructure remains one of the municipality?s most 
pressing challenges. Campbell emphasized the need for 
continued advocacy to secure funding. 

?We need to be lobbying government continuously for 
help,? he said.

Highlighting the importance of improving key routes such 
as Route 114, Campbell believes that designation as a tour-
ism corridor could unlock additional funding opportunities 
for roads and other points of infrastructure.

Amalgamation and Regional Collaboration

Campbell acknowledged that amalgamation continues to 
present challenges, particularly in fostering a shared iden-
tity. He shared that ?one of the hardest [things has been] to 
make people really understand that they are in a large vil-
lage now.? 

He emphasized the importance of community integration 
and cited local initiatives that bring residents together as 
positive steps forward.

Closing Thoughts

With years of experience in municipal leadership and a fo-
cus on continuity, Campbell is asking voters to support his 
efforts to continue building a unified and sustainable future 
for Fundy Albert.

Campbell described his candidacy in simple terms: ?I 
care?  I?ve got the time?  and I?m committed to do the 
best I can,? he said.

You can reach Campbell by telephone: 506-381-2424 and 
email: j.campbell@fundyalbert.ca
................................................................................................

Listen to the complete audio here: https://www.buzzs-
prout.com/2543277/episodes/19053888
Or go to wherever you stream your podcasts and follow us 
at ?Connecting Albert County: The Audio Edit?

This article was reviewed & edited by June Crandall & 
Barbara Gebuhr, and developed with assistance of OpenAI.
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For the full interview, please listen in to Connecting Albert 
County: The Audio Edit, wherever you stream your pod-
casts, or go to 
www.connectingalbertcounty.org/municipal-elections-2026

As Fundy Albert prepared for the 2026 municipal election, 
voters throughout the wards will consider candidates aim-
ing to guide the municipality through its next phase fol-
lowing amalgamation. Among them is Derek Lackey, a 
business professional and recent community volunteer who 
says he hopes to bring strategic thinking and communica-
tion improvements to council. 

Ward 1 had one candidate enter the race, therefore Lackey 
is Ward 1 Councillor by acclimation. However, he desires 
the residents of Fundy Albert to get to know him and com-
pleted this interview. His perspective centres on economic 
development, improved communication with residents, and 
a stronger sense of unity across the municipality. 

Background and Community Roots

Originally from Ottawa, Lackey spent much of his adult 
life in the Toronto area, where he built a career in advert-
ising and marketing. ?I really spent 30 years in the advert-
ising and marketing community in Toronto,? he said, not-
ing that he founded and sold several agencies during that 
time.

Now living in Fundy Albert, Lackey says his professional 
experience has shaped how he approaches problem-
solving. ?I look at context as well as content?  I try to 
listen to what?s informing the statement as well as the 
statement itself,? he explained.

In recent years, he has shifted his focus toward local in-
volvement, joining community boards and organizations. 
His volunteer work includes serving on the board of Con-
necting Albert County and as secretary for the CCRC, 
which he says helped prompt his decision to run.

Leadership Style and Exper ience

Lackey describes his leadership style as driven but em-
pathetic. Drawing on his experience managing teams of 30 
or more staff, he emphasized balancing expectations with 
support. ?I drive fairly hard, but with lots of empathy,? he 
said.

He pointed to workplace practices such as open town halls 
and flexible time- off policies as examples of creating a 
supportive environment. ?You had to do your job, but I 
was inclusive,? he said.

In a municipal context, he 
sees his role as more collab-
orative than directive. ?I?m 
kind of less in people?s face, 
more listening and more try-
ing to come up with creative 
solutions,? he noted.

Motivation for Running

Lackey said his decision to 
run was influenced by both 
timing and local circum-
stances. Ward 1 has experi-
enced gaps in representation, 
and he believes the municipality is now entering a more 
stable phase following amalgamation.

?The first [term] was the most difficult?  we?re now get-
ting a much clearer picture,? he said. ?I thought that I 
could both contribute and learn.?

He also expressed a desire to challenge perceptions about 
the role of smaller communities within Fundy Albert. 
?Alma has a great deal to contribute?  and I think there?s 
old perceptions that are in the way,? he said.

Platform Overview

Unlike some candidates, Lackey is not running on a formal 
platform. Instead, he emphasizes listening to constituents 
and identifying shared concerns.

?I?m just starting to get out and hear what those issues 
are,? he said, noting that common themes are already 
emerging across the ward. Among the issues he identified, 
two stand out as early priorities:

- Completing the municipality?s rural plan within 
the required timeline

- Addressing disparities in tax rates across different 
communities

Lackey highlighted concerns about unequal tax burdens, 
particularly in Alma. ?We?re getting a higher tax rate on a 
higher assessed property?  it?s disproportionate,? he said.

He also acknowledged that infrastructure? especially 
roads? remains a consistent concern among residents.

Approach to Governance

Lackey supports mandatory training for councillors and 
brings prior experience from political campaign work. ?I 

Derek Lackey Seeks Ward 1 Seat with Focus on Economic 
Growth, Communication, and Regional Unity

Submitted by Melody Land, CAC Coordinator 

Derek Lackey, Ward 1 
Councillor of Fundy Albert, 

in by acclamation.
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think that training should be mandatory,? he said, adding 
that understanding both the responsibilities and limits of the 
role is essential.

Transparency and Accountability

On transparency, he framed the issue primarily as a com-
munication gap. ?The perceived lack of transparency is 
more a function of not communicating effectively,? he said.

He emphasized the need for more proactive outreach, sug-
gesting regular town halls and direct engagement. ?People 
don?t want to go find information? they want it pushed to 
them,? he noted.

Environment and Natural Resources

Lackey sees environmental protection as an important con-
sideration in municipal planning, particularly through 
policy and land-use decisions.

He also expressed strong opposition to glyphosate spraying. 
?It?s just a hard no?  I can?t believe it still goes on,? he 
said.

Housing, Cost of L iving, and Pover ty

Lackey connects housing and affordability challenges to 
broader economic development. He suggested that attract-
ing new businesses could significantly improve local 
conditions.

?If somebody put a business with 50 employees?  it would 
completely transform [the community],? he said.

However, he acknowledged current limitations, including a 
lack of housing and difficulties navigating the permitting 
process. ?We?re shooting ourselves in the foot,? he said of 
development barriers.

Economic Development

Economic growth is a central focus of Lackey?s campaign. 
He believes the municipality should actively promote its 
quality of life to attract new residents and businesses. ?At 
the very least, [we need to] be great ambassadors for the 
quality of life here,? he said.

He advocates targeting smaller businesses with growth po-
tential, suggesting that gradual expansion is more sustain-

able than a starting approach of bringing in already maxim-
ized businesses. ?We could handle a 15- person company 
that grows to 100,? he said.

Ar ts, Culture, and Her itage

Lackey expressed strong support for preserving and pro-
moting local cultural assets, including museums and his-
toric sites.

?These are all worth keeping?  the more the merrier,? he 
said, while also noting concerns about reduced provincial 
support for cultural initiatives. He supports continued col-
laboration between council and community organizations to 
identify and address needs in this area.

Infrastructure

On infrastructure, Lackey highlighted both immediate and 
long- term challenges, including aging water and sewage 
systems.

He pointed to alternative solutions such as pipe relining 
technology as a potential way to reduce costs. ?It was cer-
tainly cheaper than digging up the roads,? he said, referen-
cing past experience.

Amalgamation and Regional Collaboration

Lackey emphasized the importance of embracing a unified 
municipal identity. ?We?re all Fundy Albert,? he said, ar-
guing that focusing on former boundaries can hinder 
progress.

While acknowledging the challenges of amalgamation, he 
believes the focus should now shift to making it work. 
?How do we make the best of it? How can we help our 
neighbours?? he said.

He also suggested that the municipality must move beyond 
operating as separate entities. ?We?re still really three sep-
arate villages trying to figure out how to get married?  it?s 
time to get married,? he said.

Closing Thoughts

As he concluded, Lackey reiterated his belief in a unified 
future for the municipality. ?It?s going to have to be Fundy 
Albert first,? he said. 

You can contact Lackey by telephone: 416-524-7844 and 
email: Derek.Lackey@me.com
................................................................................................

Listen to the complete audio here: 
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2543277/episodes/19053898

Or go to wherever you stream your podcasts and follow us 
at ?Connecting Albert County: The Audio Edit?
This article was reviewed & edited by June Crandall & 
Barbara Gebuhr, and developed with assistance of OpenAI.

https://www.buzzsprout.com/2543277/episodes/19053898
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For the full interview, please listen in to Connecting Albert 
County: The Audio Edit, wherever you stream your pod-
casts, or go to 
www.connectingalbertcounty.org/municipal-elections-2026

Ward 2 councillor Loretta Elderkin is seeking re-election 
in the 2026 municipal election, highlighting her experience 
through amalgamation and her commitment to continuing 
the work already underway in Fundy Albert.

Elderkin, who previously served in the former Village of 
Riverside- Albert and has spent the past term on council, 
says her decision to run again comes down to dedication to 
her community and a desire to see ongoing projects 
through.

Background and Community Involvement

A long- time resident of Riverside- Albert, Elderkin has 
deep roots across the region. Her family?s connections 
span multiple communities, and she has been actively in-
volved in local organizations for many years.

Professionally, she works as a business coordinator at a 
nursing home in Riverview, a role she has held for 16 
years. ?I love the seniors?  it?s kind of been a passion of 
mine,? she said.

Her community involvement includes, or has included, a 
variety of areas in addition to her service on council. She 
has participated in school and sports organizations, such as 
minor hockey and parent committees, reinforcing her be-
lief in staying engaged locally. 

?You can?t really complain a lot if you don?t want to get 
involved and help move things forward,? she said.

Leadership Style and Approach

Elderkin describes her leadership style as patient, fair, and 
grounded in listening. ?I think it?s important to listen to 
both sides before any decision is made,? she said.

She also emphasizes the importance of moving forward 
after decisions are made. ?Once a conflict has been re-
solved?  you just need to move on and leave it behind,? 
she said.

Her approach to conflict reflects this mindset, focusing on 
transparency, open communication, and resolution.

Motivation for Running

Elderkin acknowledged that her decision to run again was 
not easy but ultimately driven by her investment in the 

work already completed. 
?I?m passionate about my 
community?  and I?ve 
already put a lot of work into 
this,? she said. She wants to 
see it through.

She emphasized the import-
ance of continuity as the mu-
nicipality continues to navig-
ate post- amalgamation 
challenges.

Platform and Pr ior ities

While Elderkin does not present a formal platform, she 
identified several key priorities:

- Maintaining and improving municipal water 
systems

- Supporting volunteers and non-profit organizations
- Building on existing community assets
- Continuing progress through amalgamation

She stressed that municipal decision-making is collaborat-
ive. ?It?s very hard to have a platform when you?re one of 
seven people to have a vote,? she noted citing the import-
ant of working together, being open, and addressing the 
needs and perspectives of the whole council and 
community.

Key Issues and Focus Areas

One of Elderkin?s primary concerns is ensuring the sus-
tainability and affordability of water systems in former 
municipalities. ?We have to make sure that it is still going 
to be affordable for those that have to pay into it,? she said.

She also highlighted the critical role of volunteers and 
community organizations. ?We sit at the table and we 
make decisions, but they?re helping us thrive,? she said, 
noting a significant amount of gratitude and passion for 
supporting volunteers and volunteer organizations.

Time Commitment and Exper ience

Elderkin pointed to her current term as evidence of her 
commitment to the role. After a number of years faced 
with a lot of unexpected happenings in other areas of her 
life, she demonstrates her ability to put in the time and 
dedication to the role. 

?It is a big commitment?  you?re always making adjust-
ments,? she said, noting the personal sacrifices involved in 

Loretta Elderkin Seeks Re-Election in Ward 2, Emphasizing 
Exper ience, Community Commitment, and Continued Progress

Submitted by Melody Land, CAC Coordinator 

Loretta Elderkin, Incumbent 
Candidate for Ward 2 

Councillor in Fundy Albert



 18 - www.Connect ingAlber t Count y.org

municipal service. 

Governance and Training

She supports mandatory training for councillors, emphasiz-
ing its role in improving clarity and decision- making. 
?Training takes out a lot of the what ifs,? she said.

Elderkin also noted that learning is ongoing, even for ex-
perienced councillors.

Transparency and Conflict of Interest

On transparency, Elderkin stressed the importance of fol-
lowing established processes. ?If the constituent feels that 
there is a conflict?  there is a process to follow,? she said.

She emphasized proactive responsibility from councillors 
as well. ?Do your homework?  ask questions,? she said, 
noting the importance of identifying potential conflicts be-
fore discussions begin.

Environment and Natural Resources

Elderkin highlighted education and existing systems as key 
tools for environmental stewardship. ?We need to educate 
ourselves as councillors and?  our residents,? she said.

On glyphosate spraying, she expressed caution and a pref-
erence for minimizing chemical use. ?My view is less 
chemicals are always better,? she said, while acknow-
ledging the complexity of the issue and the need to follow 
the guidance of scientific evidence.

Housing, Pover ty, and Cost of L iving

Elderkin emphasized collaboration and support for existing 
services in addressing housing and poverty challenges. ?We 
have some good services?  and we need to support them,? 
she said.

She noted that while municipalities cannot solve every is-
sue, they play an important role in listening, supporting, 
and connecting with appropriate resources.

Economic Development

Elderkin sees economic development as tied to unity within 
the municipality. ?If one area is doing well, the benefits are 
going to trickle through all Fundy Albert,? she said.

She emphasized moving away from siloed thinking and 
working collectively for shared success.

Ar ts, Culture, and Her itage

Elderkin highlighted the region?s cultural and artistic 
strengths. ?The amount of talent?  we have in Fundy Al-
bert is actually amazing,? she said.

She noted that the municipality?s natural environment and 
history play a significant role in inspiring local arts and 
culture.

Infrastructure

Infrastructure remains a significant challenge, particularly 
looking forward as the municipality transitions into its next 
term. 

Elderkin indicated that difficult decisions may be required. 
?We really need to look at what our infrastructure is?  and 
how we can move forward,? she said.

She also pointed out the financial realities, noting that in-
frastructure costs ultimately fall on taxpayers, which she 
takes seriously. There is need to make strategic decisions.

Amalgamation and Regional Perspective

Elderkin acknowledged the initial difficulties experienced 
over the past three and a half years, and  emphasized the 
importance of balancing ward representation with broader 
municipal responsibility. 

?The majority of the decisions you?re making affects all of 
Fundy Albert,? she said.

She stressed the need for councillors to think beyond indi-
vidual communities and work toward the greater good.

Closing Thoughts

As Elderkin seeks another term, her focus remains on con-
tinuity, collaboration, and helping guide Fundy Albert 
through its next phase of development.

She closes by describing herself as ?open to change, while 
remaining grounded in tradition, and finding balance in 
community".

Contact Elderkin by telephone: 506-381-5864 and email : 
lorettae123@gmail.com

................................................................................................

Listen to the complete audio here: 
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2543277/episodes/19053898

Or go to wherever you stream your podcasts and follow us 
at ?Connecting Albert County: The Audio Edit?

This article was reviewed & edited by June Crandall & 
Barbara Gebuhr, and developed with assistance of OpenAI 
technology.

https://www.buzzsprout.com/2543277/episodes/19053914
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For the full interview, please listen in to Connecting Albert 
County: The Audio Edit, wherever you stream your pod-
casts, or go to 
www.connectingalbertcounty.org/municipal-elections-2026

Jason Horsman, a lifelong resident of Albert Mines Road, 
is one of two candidates running in Ward 2 in the 2026 
Fundy Albert municipal election. With a background in 
skilled trades, farming, and union leadership, Horsman 
says his campaign is rooted in representing rural voices 
and increasing public engagement in local governance.

Background and Exper ience

Horsman was born and raised in the Albert Mines area and 
continues to live there, having moved only a short distance 
from his childhood home. He works as a heavy-duty diesel 
and automotive mechanic with the City of Moncton and 
holds certifications in automotive, truck and transport, and 
heavy equipment.

Outside of his professional work, he operates a small beef 
and horse farm and manages agricultural land across the 
region.

?I?m proud to have been from Albert County growing up,? 
he said.

Leadership and Community Involvement

Horsman recently took on a leadership role as president of 
a local union, which he says has helped prepare him for 
public office.

?I?m a firm believer in the people are the voice,? he said.

He described his leadership style as grounded in open dia-
logue and consultation with those who have expertise.

?If you can surround yourself with people that know and 
rely on their expertise, it?s definitely a huge help,? he 
added.

Approach to Conflict

Horsman said conflict should be addressed through listen-
ing and mediation.

?When people actually feel heard, you can get a long ways 
without the butting of heads,? he said.

He emphasized respect for differing viewpoints and a will-
ingness to learn as key to navigating council dynamics.

Motivation for Running

Horsman previously ran in 
the last municipal election 
and has remained engaged by 
attending council meetings 
and advocating for local 
concerns.

?I haven?t really felt repres-
ented as a rural citizen?  and 
a lot of my neighbours feel 
the same way,? he said.

He said his goal is to act as a 
voice for rural residents and 
help balance their needs with 
those of village areas.

Platform and Pr ior ities

Horsman does not present a formal platform but highlights 
engagement and accessibility as central priorities.

?I believe in more town hall meetings?  getting the politi-
cians in front of the people,? he said.

He emphasized that councillors should actively seek input 
rather than rely solely on formal meetings.

Time Commitment

Horsman said he has considered the time demands of 
council and believes he can meet them, citing flexibility in 
his work schedule and support from his employer.

?I?m very blessed to have a large amount of time off?  to 
dedicate time to this,? he said.

Training and Governance

Horsman supports training for councillors and views edu-
cation as essential.

?The more of it you can get, the better off you?ll be,? he 
said.

He described his familiarity with the New Brunswick 
Local Governance Act as moderate and said he intends to 
continue learning.

Transparency and Accountability

Horsman emphasized openness and a willingness to step 
aside when conflicts arise.

?I?ve never hidden?  I?m kind of an open book,? he said, 
illustrating is open and transparency.

Jason Horsman Seeks Ward 2 Seat Emphasizing Rural 
Representation and Community Engagement

Submitted by Melody Land, CAC Coordinator 
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He added that councillors should remove themselves from 
decisions where conflicts are potentially perceived.

Environment and Natural Resources

Horsman highlighted the importance of environmental 
stewardship alongside economic activity.

?If you poison your land and your people?  there?s not 
really a price that justifies that,? he said.

He expressed strong opposition to glyphosate spraying and 
advocated for more sustainable agricultural and forestry 
practices.

Exemplifying his expertise in the field of agriculture, he 
expands his thoughts, ?You can grow everything you want 
to grow without it,? he said.

Housing, Cost of L iving, and Pover ty

Horsman acknowledged the growing affordability chal-
lenges but emphasized reducing costs rather than increasing 
income supports.

?Reducing your tax burden will exponentially raise your 
income,? he said.

He expressed skepticism about government- led housing 
solutions and instead emphasized investment in public ser-
vices and community-based support systems.

Economic Development

Horsman believes economic growth depends on reducing 
barriers for businesses.

?If the government gets out of the people?s way, the people 
will create businesses,? he said.

He stressed the importance of minimizing regulatory 
obstacles and ensuring that development decisions are 
grounded in clear economic outcomes.

Ar ts, Culture, and Community L ife

Horsman said arts, culture, and history contribute to com-
munity well-being and retention.

?If you lose that art and culture?  the next generation?  is 
looking at moving,? he said.

He supports targeted public investment in cultural institu-
tions such as libraries and museums.

Infrastructure

Infrastructure funding is a major concern for Horsman, par-
ticularly road maintenance.

?The last time [Albert Mines Road] was chip sealed, I was 
15 years old,? he said.

He advocates for changes in how tax revenues are alloc-
ated, including keeping more locally generated funds 
within the municipality.

Amalgamation

Horsman acknowledged mixed feelings about amalgama-
tion but sees potential advantages.

?The larger your pool of people, the larger your power with 
government,? he said.

He said a unified approach could strengthen advocacy ef-
forts at higher levels of government.

Closing Thoughts

Horsman concluded by emphasizing the importance of 
public engagement. He encouraged residents to stay in-
formed and participate in local decision-making processes.

?We need to get people engaged,? he said.

Contact Horsman by telephone: 506-866-0271 and email: 
jason.horsman@hotmail.com

................................................................................................

Listen to the complete audio here:  
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2543277/episodes/19053933

Or go to wherever you stream your podcasts and follow us 
at ?Connecting Albert County: The Audio Edit?

This article was reviewed & edited by June Crandall & 
Barbara Gebuhr, and developed with assistance of OpenAI.

https://www.buzzsprout.com/2543277/episodes/19053933
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For the full interview, please listen in to Connecting Albert 
County: The Audio Edit, wherever you stream your pod-
casts, or go to 
www.connectingalbertcounty.org/municipal-elections-2026

Jeffery Cooke, a lifelong resident of Hillsborough in 
Fundy Albert, is one of two candidates running for coun-
cillor in Ward 3 in the 2026 Fundy Albert municipal elec-
tion. With a background in small business and community 
involvement, Cooke says he is stepping forward after years 
of observing and engaging with local issues.

Background and Exper ience

Cooke has spent most of his life working in the Hillsbor-
ough area, beginning employment at a young age and later 
becoming a business owner. After early work in meat 
packing and electronic services, he launched his own com-
pany before transitioning into retail.

In 2002, he and his wife purchased a local convenience 
store, later expanding operations to include a second loca-
tion. They operated both businesses for approximately two 
decades before selling in 2023. He now runs White Rock 
Cabins, a small tourism accommodation venture.

?I?ve lived here my entire life?  I haven?t moved very far,? 
Cooke said, which gives him a unique perspective on the 
community.

Community Involvement and Leadership

Cooke has been involved in several community initiatives, 
including coaching minor hockey, serving on boards, and 
co-founding a youth soccer program that continues today.

He describes his leadership style as hands-on and flexible.

?I expect a lot?  but I?m willing to bend?  [when employ-
ees were out last minute]...I would cover the shift?  mop-
ping the floors,? he said, reflecting on managing staff in 
his businesses and his hands-on style. He shares that this 
mindset would roll over into his hands-on approach to ser-
vice on municipal council. 

Approach to Conflict

Cooke said his approach to conflict is rooted in listening 
and collaboration.

?You have to listen to both sides?  and try to make a group 
decision that?s going to work,? adding that while he is 
open to compromise in most cases, he would stand firm on 
matters he considers moral issues.

Decision to Run

Cooke said his decision to 
run came after years of at-
tending council meetings and 
expressing concerns.

?I?ve complained long 
enough that I figured I better 
try to do something about it,? 
he said.

He noted that being retired 
from the stores, and being in 
semi- retirement with ad-
equate supports in place for his business, has given him the 
availability needed to commit to the role.

Platform and Pr ior ities

Cooke does not describe his campaign as platform-driven 
but emphasizes the need for strong financial oversight and 
securing external funding.

?I want to look at the books?  find if there?s waste?  
and?  find money,? he said, reflecting on the need to ad-
vocate for more provincial and federal funding.

He highlighted disparities in provincial funding compared 
to other municipalities and said addressing this would be a 
key focus.

Time Commitment

Cooke said he now has the flexibility to dedicate sufficient 
time to council responsibilities. ?I feel I can find a lot more 
time?  and justify it to the constituents,? he said.

Training and Governance

Cooke supports access to training but not mandatory re-
quirements.?I don?t like the word mandatory?  but I really 
do think it should be made available,? he said, noting that 
in business you take training that is needed to be 
successful.

He acknowledged limited familiarity with the New Brun-
swick Local Governance Act but said he intends to study.

Transparency and Conflicts of Interest

Cooke described conflicts of interest as a reality in small 
communities and emphasized transparency and 
accountability.

?Everybody knows everybody?  there are going to be 

Jeffery Cooke Runs in Ward 3 with Focus on Fiscal 
Responsibility and Local Growth
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conflicts,? he said.

He said councillors should disclose conflicts and step aside 
when necessary.

?If it affects me or my close family, then I have to step 
aside,? he added.

Environment and Natural Resources

Cooke emphasized the importance of environmental stew-
ardship while supporting balanced development.

?We have to embrace it?  but?  we have to have industry 
too,? he said, noting needing information to make decisions 
and how sustainable foresting can not only care for the en-
vironment but create employment.

He expressed clear opposition to glyphosate spraying.

?I?m against it?  I would much rather employ some people 
(to care for the forests and best utilize it?s resources)?  than 
spray,? he said.

Housing, Pover ty, and Cost of L iving

Cooke identified affordability as a growing concern and 
linked solutions to funding and development.

?We cannot start taxing people out of their houses,? he said.

He supports encouraging new housing development, in-
cluding affordable units, and attracting younger 
entrepreneurs.

Economic Development

Cooke said municipal government should actively support 
new businesses while avoiding duplication of existing 
services.

?We don?t need duplication. We need new,? he said, offer-
ing examples of how he lived this viewpoint in his past 
business dealings. 

He emphasized working with investors and balancing de-
velopment with environmental considerations.

Ar ts, Culture, and Her itage

Cooke said arts and cultural assets are key to the com-
munity and should be supported.?We have some great ar-
tisans?  museums?  we need to help them any way we 
can,? he said.

He also proposed having a dedicated municipal role fo-
cused on securing grants and funding as a way to support 
this file from a municipal standpoint.

Infrastructure

Cooke identified infrastructure, particularly roads, as a ma-
jor issue and stressed the need for prioritization and effi-
ciency  when saying, ?We have to prioritize?  and look 
where we?re wasting money,? he said.

He again emphasized seeking external funding to avoid in-
creasing taxes, and shared frustration on what he sees as 
unfair or unequitable fund disbursment by the provincial 
government.

Amalgamation

While expressing reservations about amalgamation, Cooke 
said he accepts it as the current reality. 

?I don?t like it?  but that is not going to change. We have to 
make this work,? he said, stressing the importance of 
serving all communities within Fundy Albert equally.

Closing Thoughts

Cooke concluded by emphasizing accessibility and open-
ness to residents. He said, ?My door is always open?  I?ll 
answer the call? and the email!? 

Contact Cooke by telephone: 506- 962- 2533 and email : 
whiterockcabins@hotmail.com.
...............................................................................................

Listen to the complete audio here:  
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2543277/episodes/19053943

Or go to wherever you stream your podcasts and follow us 
at ?Connecting Albert County: The Audio Edit?
This article was reviewed & edited by June Crandall & 
Barbara Gebuhr, and developed with assistance of OpenAI.
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For the full interview, please listen in to Connecting Albert 
County: The Audio Edit, wherever you stream your pod-
casts, or go to 
www.connectingalbertcounty.org/municipal-elections-2026

As the 2026 municipal election approaches in Fundy Al-
bert, voters in Ward 3 will have a choice to make at the 
ballot box. Among the candidates is James Wilson, a long-
time local resident who says his campaign is rooted in 
bringing a broader range of experiences and perspectives 
to municipal council.

Wilson, who lives on Albert Mines Road, describes deep 
roots in the region. ?My family has lived there for a long 
time. In fact, this year we?re celebrating 250 years in 
Canada,? he said.

Background and Exper ience

Many residents may recognize Wilson from his years 
working in retail at Kent in Riverview, where he spent 
about a decade and became familiar with multiple depart-
ments. More recently, he serves as assistant manager at the 
Albert County Museum. He has also been involved in 
community initiatives, including organizing Hillsborough 
Homecoming Days and running small fundraising events.

A Collaborative Approach to Leadership

Wilson characterizes his leadership style as adaptable 
rather than directive. ?I would describe it as a mix of flex-
ible and collaborative?  Sometimes I have to lead. Some-
times other people have to lead and I support them,? he 
explained.

He points to his work reviving Hillsborough Homecoming 
Days as an example. When he took over organizing the 
event three years ago, it had dwindled to a single day. 
?With the help of many wonderful volunteers,? he said, 
?we were able to bring it back to a week- long event the 
first year.? The event has continued to expand, including 
the return of a parade and plans for further growth.

His community involvement has also included charitable 
efforts. Wilson described organizing small gaming tourna-
ments that raised money for the food bank and helping co-
ordinate donations for the Boys and Girls Club.

Learning from Challenges

Wilson also shared an example of a public misstep that 
shaped his approach to accountability. While running a 
blog about the Canadian monarchy, he once published a 
response he believed came directly from a federal leader-

ship candidate. The informa-
tion turned out to be 
inaccurate.

?I had to take responsibility. I 
put up a blog post. I apolo-
gized. I corrected the record,? 
he said. ?I don?t like hiding 
when I?m wrong?  it serves 
no one to claim that I am 
perfect.?

He added that the experience 
made him more careful in 
verifying information and re-
inforced his belief in 
transparency.

Why Run Now?

Wilson says his decision to run stems from a desire to 
broaden representation on council. 

?Municipal councils get full of retirees and business own-
ers. And that?s fine? you need those views,? he said. ?But 
if you just have those types of people?  I think it creates a 
blind spot.?

His own background spans retail, tourism, construction, 
and some self- employment experience. He believes that 
variety can help inform decision-making at the municipal 
level.

Campaign Pr ior ities

Wilson?s platform centres on four main areas:

- Greater transparency and accountability
- A new funding model for the municipality
- A flexible rural plan
- Protection of architectural heritage

Of these, he emphasizes municipal financing as the most 
urgent. ?People will talk about the need for better roads, 
more community support, more business support. None of 
that can be done unless we can fix the funding model,? he 
said.

Wilson noted that New Brunswick municipalities face sig-
nificant restrictions. ?Every time I?d look into [funding 
ideas], I?d run into a wall? no, the municipality is not al-
lowed to do this.? He would work towards fixing this 
problem.

Accessibility and Time Commitment

James Wilson Seeks Ward 3 Seat with Focus on Transparency, 
Growth, and Local Solutions
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